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Administration of Gerald R. Ford 


PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


Week Ending Friday, May 14, 1976 





Omaha, Nebraska 


The President’s Remarks Upon Arrival at Offutt Air 
Force Base. May7, 1976 


It is great to be back in my native State. And it is won- 
derful to have an opportunity to give a message to my 
many friends and supporters here in Nebraska and to say 
to them that the fight to achieve the Presidency for the next 
4 years begins anew right here in Nebraska, and it is a 
fight that is going to be continued until we prevail and are 
successful in Kansas City in August of this year. 

It is a fight that will insure the continuation. of policies 
that have brought us from the depths of a recession to a 
new level of prosperity in America. It is a fight that is 
going to continue the policies of rolling back the bureauc- 
racy, the redtape in Washington, D.C. It is a policy that 
will preserve and continue the peace that we have and 
the peace that we must keep for the future. It is a policy 
that will lead to the continuation of faith and trust and 
confidence in the Presidency itself. 

As I said, this is a campaign that is beginning anew. It 
is a campaign that is essential for the continuation. of the 
policies of the last 2 years that have been successful. A 
mandate would be very helpful in maintaining the mo- 
mentum that we now have for peace, prosperity, and trust. 
It is a campaign and a fight that will lead to success here 
in Nebraska and success in Kansas City in November for 
the country as a whole. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m. 


Omaha, Nebraska 


The President’s Remarks at Groundbreaking 
Ceremonies at Bergan-Mercy Hospital. May 7, 1976 


Thank you, Sister Mary Vera, Archbishop Sheehan, Sena- 
tor Hruska, Senator Curtis, Secretary Butz, Mayor Zorin- 
sky, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 


On my way here this afternoon, I visited the site of 
the house where I was born at 32nd and Woolworth. As 
it is for anyone who revisits the scene of his early child- 
hood, the visit was a very moving experience, mixed with 
nostalgia, with a new appreciation for having been born 
in this very wonderful part of the country. And thanks to 
the generosity of the people of Omaha, the site where the 
house once stood is being transformed into a garden to 
mark the birthplace of the first native of Nebraska to serve 
as President of the United States. 

That’s certainly a record I never expected to establish 
when I left this city for Michigan at the ripe old age of a 
year and a half. [Laughter] 

I am deeply honored by the thoughtfulness of the people 
of Omaha in preserving this site, and I thank everyone 
who participated. But my real purpose in being here, 
though, is to honor the courage and the resourcefulness of 
a great number of other Nebraskans. 

Just one year and one day ago, a disaster struck Omaha 
in the path of a devastating tornado. Archbishop Bergan- 
Mercy Hospital was struck with its full force, but miracu- 
lously none of the 900 patients and staff members inside 
the hospital was seriously injured. 

The Sisters of Mercy and the hospital staff showed great 
courage, great heroism, in evacuating the self-care unit be- 
fore it was wrecked and moving patients into the safety of 
the main building. It was truly a magnificent job of 
responding to the ravages of the worst storm ever to hit 
Omaha. 

Throughout the city, people brought order to a chaotic 
situation, provided for the injured and the homeless, and 
cleaned up the damaged sections of this great city. 

I first—and very early—heard about the tornado di- 
rectly from Senator Hruska and Congressman John 
McCollister, two members of your very fine congressional 
delegation. Federal disaster relief was on its way within 
24 hours, and now the rebuilding of the damaged area is 
so complete it is very difficult to find any sign that a 
tornado ever passed through here. 

I can’t help but say this: When you have a tornado or 
a flood or an earthquake, it’s nice to know that somebody 
in Washington in the Federal Government does care. So 
you should be proud here of what all of you have done, 
what all of those who helped you have done, and the self- 
sufficiency and this great community spirit. 

You are preparing now not only to rebuild from the 
ruins of a major disaster, but to expand on this site. This 
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groundbreaking in itself is an act of courage and of faith, 
two qualities that have never been in short supply in the 
great State of Nebraska. The new East Tower which will 
rise from this site will be more than an institution of 
health care. It will be an inspiration to all of the citizens 
of Omaha. It will symbolize your strength, your compas- 
sion, your sophistication, and your rising ambition. In 
more practical terms, it will serve your community with 
nursing care of the very highest quality for older citizens 
of the Omaha area. 

All of us know that it takes money, and lots of it, to 
build a facility like the East Tower—money to maintain 
it, money to staff it, money to provide the professional care 
that is needed so much. As a result, medical care, espe- 
cially for the elderly, can be a very expensive proposition. 
If an older person has to stay in a hospital or a nursing 
home or—under doctor’s orders—for an extended period 
of time, it can put an incredible strain on lifetime savings 
and on the peace of mind of the patient and the loved ones 
alike. Being in poor health for a long time is bad enough 
without having to worry about the ruinous economic effect 
of long-term illness. 

I have suggested a plan to insure that older Americans 
will receive medical and hospital care they need without 
going broke in the process. Under this suggestion, Medi- 
care patients in hospitals or nursing homes would never 
have to pay more than $500 a year for medical care or 
10 percent of their total hospital bills, whichever is less. 
For covered doctors’ services, the maximum would be 
$250 or 20 percent of the total, whichever is less. Medi- 
care would pay the rest, whether it costs $1,000 or $10,000 
or $500,000. 

I want to see America’s older citizens live their lives in 
dignity and in security and in the very best possible care. 
So do the Sisters of Mercy, who have given more than a 
century of service to the sick and to the disabled in 
America. They have shown countless times that the qual- 
ity of mercy blesses both those who receive it and those 
who give it. 

The rebuilding of your city and the expansion of Arch- 
bishop Bergan-Mercy Hospital exemplifies another im- 
portant trait that I am proud of as an American—our 
continuing faith in our American way of life. 

Fears of some of the problems we have had in the last 
year provided another challenge. As we have seen so 
often in the history of our Nation, the threat of adversity 
merely uncovered new reservoirs of strength and resource- 
fulness. You have not only repaired the damage following 
a disaster, you have built a newer and better facility for a 
newer and better community. 

The feeling of confidence in the future that I see being 
rekindled all across America is no better demonstrated 
than right here in Omaha, on this site, where the ravages 


of the past have so confidently been replaced with our 
very best hopes for the future. 

Thank you very kindly. 
NoTE: The President spoke at 5:25 p.m., after touring the hospital 
facilities. Following his remarks, the President joined Archbishop 
Daniel E. Sheehan, of the Archdiocese of Omaha, and Sister Mary 
Vera O’Connor, RSM, president of the board of directors, Bergan- 


Mercy Hospital, in turning the ceremonial shovel which broke 
ground for the building of the hospital additions. 


Omaha, Nebraska 


The President’s Remarks at a President Ford 
Committee Reception. May 7, 1976 


Thank you very much, Roman, Carl Curtis, all of you: 

First, I want to thank the people of Nebraska, Omaha, 
and especially all of you for the extremely warm welcome 
and the wonderful hospitality that has been shown, I am 
proud to be a native Nebraskan. 

I do want to thank you also for the kind of support and 
assistance that all of you have given. Without the kind of 
aid, cooperation, we couldn’t be in this ballgame and in 
the situation where we are today—where from all the re- 
ports I get, our chances are very good. 

Now, let me, if I might, take just a minute to give you 
the message as I see it, which I think epitomizes the last 
21 months and which is the foundation from which, in my 
judgment, we have built for another good 4 years. If you 
would refresh your memories just a little, back to August 
of 1974, and then see what has transpired in the last 21 
months, I think a person can say that there has been a 
record of peace, prosperity, and trust established. 

You know, in 1974 this country was going through 
great trauma as far as the economy was concerned. In- 
flation was over 12 percent. We have cut it, for the first 
3 months of this year, down to under 3 percent. And the 
news we got yesterday about the Wholesale Price Index 
was one that we could have anticipated; you can’t al- 
ways, in this situation, get every one of them as good as 
they have been the last 5 months. But the prospects over- 
all, the trend as far as inflation is concerned is good, and 
it’s going to stay on the decline. 

But if you look at the problems concerning the economy 
jobwise, we got some excellent news today. The Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, the Department of Labor announced 
that in the month of April we had 700,000 more people 
on payrolls in this country, up to a total of 87,400,000— 
by far, the most employed in the history of the United 
States. 

So I think a person can talk to his neighbor, to his 
partner, to his business associates, to anybody, and say that 
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in the 21 months, we have taken this country through a 
tough, tough time by the right policies, by keeping our 
cool, beating the Congress over its head with 40 vetoes 
that have been sustained, where we have saved over $13 
billion. 

It wasn’t easy, believe me. We had a lot of advice from 
all sources saying that, ““Do what the Congress wants you 
to do, spend a lot more money, do this and do that.” It 
wasn’t right; we didn’t do it. And I think we are now in 
the process where we can say with pride that we are on the 
right track and we are going in the right direction. To 
summarize it, everything that is supposed to be going up is 
going up and everything that is supposed to be going down 
is going down. 

I think you know the record that we can also speak with 
great pride about. It’s the first time that a President of the 
United States can seek election or reelection in the last 20 
years where that President can say this country is at peace, 
and when we can say we are meeting our manpower needs 
without the draft. We are spending all of the money that is 
needed and necessary for good military programs: the Air 
Force, the Army, the Navy, and Marines. We have this 
peace, we are going to keep it by being strong, diligent, 
alert, well-prepared, well-led. 

And then, if we turn to the last point, if you will refresh 
your memories, 21 months ago this country had gone 
through a very, very serious loss of confidence. It was not 
an easy job, but I think by openness and candor and re- 
sponsibility, frankness, integrity, we have helped to restore 
public confidence in the White House and in the executive 
branch. 

And so if we have an opportunity to do this job for 
another 4 years, I can promise you that the progress we 
have made will be increased tremendously in the 4 years. 
So I hope and trust that you and all of your friends and 
neighbors will give us a chance to do so. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 6:12 p.m. in the Hall of Four Flags 
at the Ramada Inn. 


Omaha, Nebraska 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session ata Farm Forum. May/7, 1976 


Tue Present. Thank you very, very much, Senator 
Carl Curtis, Senator Roman Hruska, Secretary Butz, 
ladies and gentlemen: 

It’s really great to be in Omaha, and I hope the feeling 
is mutual. After all, I was born here. 

Before getting to our question-and-answer session, let 


me make a few comments on my administration’s agricul- 
tural policy. 


First of all, those policies have been successful. The aver- 
age American farmer has had a higher net income during 
the last 3 years than ever before in history, and it will be 
just as good or better in 1976. Well, realized net income 
for the average farmer in Nebraska was $4,041 in 1964; 
it was $17,510 in 1974. That’s a fourfold increase, and 
you earned every penny of it. 

This very successful record has been achieved without 
a lot of bureaucratic interference from Washington, D.C. 
I don’t think that’s just a coincidence. You no longer have 
hea¥y farm surpluses hanging over the market, depressing 
your prices, costing the taxpayers $1 million a day in stor- 
age fees. 

Instead of storing grain in Government bins, we are 
selling it in record volume. Farm exports totaled $21,600 
million in the last fiscal year. It will be around $22 bil- 
lion in this fiscal year. 

We will export an estimated 3.1 billion bushels of 
wheat and feed grains in this marketing year, an all-time 
record. We will export about 1/2 billion bushels of corn, 
1.2 billion bushels of wheat, 250 million bushels of grain 
sorghum, about 50 million bushels of barley and oats. 

Within the last 2 weeks, we have announced the sale of 
almost 5 million metric tons of corn and wheat to the So- 
viet Union, which brings the total sale of grain to the 
Soviet Union for our 1975 crops to 16% million metric 
tons. Beyond that, we have already sold grain from the 
1976 crop as a part of an agreement my administration 
negotiated with the Soviet Union to insure the sale of at 
least 6 million metric tons of grain to the Soviet Union 
every year through 1981. I hope we can sell them even 
more. This long-term agreement was a direct and bene- 
ficial result of the negotiations pursued by this administra- 
tion last fall. 

Last summer, a short Soviet crop brought the Soviet 
Union to the American market for 375 million bushels of 
grain. Our wheat harvest was nearly completed by July, 
but dry weather had already caused damage in the West- 
ern Corn Belt. We could not discount the possibility of 
another drought or an early freeze, as we had had in the 
previous year of 1974. To protect our livestock producers, 
our regular customers overseas, and the American people, 
we were forced to intervene to learn the Soviet’s 
intentions. 

With the greatest reluctance, we put a temporary hold 
on. further grain sales to the Soviet Union. Pressures 
mounted in the Congress—as I am sure Carl and Roman 
can attest to—to halt all private grain sales and put agri- 
cultural exports in the hands of a Government manage- 
ment and control board, just as Canada and some other 
countries have at the present time. You and I know that is 
the last thing we need—is the Government running your 
business 365 days a year? 

The situation, however, did require corrective action 
and a long-term solution. The solution was the negotiation 
of a 5-year agreement at market prices. That agreement 
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is working and working very well. Now we have a very 
steady market, not a boom and bust cycle that can’t be 
controlled or can’t be predicted. 

The prospects for grain and soybean sales this year are 
very excellent; carryover inventories are much higher 
than a year ago. As of April 1, the wheat stocks in the 
United States were up 42 percent from last year. Corn 
stocks were up 27 percent, and soybean stocks were up 31 
percent. 

Early nationwide production forecasts indicate this 
year’s crops should be bountiful. Thus, our inventories 
and our production should be fully sufficient to satisfy all 
of our domestic and export demand. Therefore, I foresee 
no prospects whatsoever of any government interruption 
of the exports of the American farmer. 

These good sales and glowing prospects are the fruits of 
free trade. They are also the benefits of peace, of aggres- 
sive, successful negotiations, and of your own hard work. 
Furthermore, they are a major force behind America’s 
rising prosperity, and I congratulate and thank each and 
every one of you. 

I have no intention of exploiting the American farmer 
by using farm exports as a pawn in America’s foreign 
policy. Nor do I intend to see America’s farm export mar- 
ket jeopardized by corruption or inefficiency at the grain 
inspection station. 

I have directed the Department of Agriculture to do 
everything it can to maintain the confidence of our export 
grain customers through proper certification. In addition, 
I favor legislation providing more careful supervision of 
grading and weighing of grain for export. But turning 
over your business to one government bureaucracy, fed- 
eralizing the entire inspection system is going much, much 
too far, and I am opposed to it. 

It is not necessary to extend Federal participation to 
interior points where no hint of impropriety has ever been 
reported, but I intend to see corruption in the grain in- 
spection business stopped, and we will stop it firmly where 
it has existed. 

I also intend to reduce the excessive government regu- 
lation of farm operations. For that reason, I was glad to 
sign the legislation exempting custom combine operators 
and other skilled farm workers from the provisions of the 
Farm Labor Contract Registration Act. Incidentally, I 
would like to sign an amendment to that legislation short- 
ening the title of the act, but I guess you can’t have 
everything. 

I do favor Federal regulation when it is necessary, as 
in the case of the proposed packer bonding legislation to 
protect liv-stock producers against losses from bank- 
ruptcies and other serious financial problems in the live- 
stock packing industry. 

The future success of American agriculture depends on 
striking a better balance between providing government 


assistance where it is needed and removing government 
restrictions which are not needed. _ 

My administration is working hard to strike that bal- 
ance because I know that the future of America depends 
so much on you, your work, as well as your success, ] 
have taken steps to enhance that future by recommending 
in my latest budget proposals a $21-million increase in 
funds for new, fundamental research efforts in agricultural 
sciences. 

Research has been the key to the American farmers’ 
miraculous production revolution. If we are to double 
world agricultural output in the next 25 years, as we must, 
both new technology and better use of existing technology 
are absolutely essential. Your own University of Nebraska 
has benefitted from our research programs, and I must say 
returned the favor. In a joint effort with the Department 
of Agriculture, the University has developed a rugged new 
strain of winter wheat which now accounts for a major 
portion of our total winter wheat crop. 

Finally, the future depends on the new generations of 
Americans who will take your places on the farms and the 
fields of America. I want to preserve the family farm, 
one of America’s greatest resources. I want those farms 
to stay in the family, rather than be sacrificed to pay the 
tax collectors. Accordingly, I have proposed legislation to 
increase the estate tax exemption from $60,000 to $150, 
000 and, in addition, to stretch out estate tax payments 
at very low interest rates over a 25-year period ; to exempt 
transfers of property between husband and wife. 

My policy, then, is for you to grow all you want and 
all that you can sell, for the American consumer to have a 
plentiful supply of good food and quality fiber, for our 
agricultural exports to sell at record volume at market 
prices, for the government to stay off your backs and off 
your farms except where you want them, and for family 
farms to stay in the family. 

And as I close, I am proud to say that I have a Secre- 
tary of Agriculture, a good friend of yours, Earl Butz, 
working with me to make our farm policy successful. To 
reflect the Secretary’s dominant role in all farm policy, 
both foreign as well as domestic, I have appointed Earl to 
serve as a Chairman of my Cabinet level Agricultural 
Policy Committee. But he is the first to admit we need the 
advice of the farmer as well as the government official. 

I can assure you I will reemphasize it and reaffirm it: 
This Cabinet committee in no way whatsoever replaces 
the many committees sponsored by the Agricultural De- 
partment through which farmers give us guidance on 
everything from grazing problems to commodities to re- 
search activities. You have helped us make the farm poli- 
cies we followed the last 21 months. More importantly, 
you have helped make those policies succeed. We are a 
good team, and I would hate to see a good team broken 
up right in the middle of the ballgame. 


Volume 12—Number 20 





for y' 
the n 


Es 


Be Ss a oe 


=—=ep~e ra 


3s =a 


Tr lUcEe YS 6S 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 839 


That’s why I am in Nebraska, my native State, asking 
for your support next Tuesday, next November, and for 
the next 4 years. 

Thank you very, very much. 


QUESTIONS 


Q. Mr. President, I am president of the Nebraska Live- 
stock Feeders Association. We want you to know that we 
appreciate this opportunity to personally ask you questions 
about government which concern us. Since 1973, the live- 
stock industry has been served some catastrophic blows 
by the Federal Government. In 1973 the administration 
opened up the import quotas, first of all, and secondly, 
price controls were put into effect. The net result was up- 
setting the normal marketing patterns, causing prices to 
decline and thus tremendous loss to the livestock industry. 

The question I have for you, Mr. President, is if similar 
conditions to *73 arose, would your administration have 
to bow to consumer pressures at our expense, or would it 
stand by the industry which has produced red meat so 
efficiently and abundantly in the past? 

Tue PresmeENT. First, I am sure you recognize I was 
not President in 1973 or whenever the price ceilings were 
placed on cattle. And I think you know that I have fought 
a very hard battle against outside forces, against some 
Members of Congress in both the House and the Senate, 
against wage and price controls. 

I repeatedly said from the first day that I became Presi- 
dent that I was totally, unequivocally opposed to wage 
and price controls. I was then, I still am, and I will con- 
tinue to fight anybody who wants to impose them on this 
country. They were wrong in the first place, they are 
wrong now. 

Q. Mr. President, Mr. Thomas Kauper in the Depart- 
ment of Justice has testified and made speeches that are 
viewed by farmer cooperatives and farmers as trying to 
weaken or destroy the farmers’ bill of rights as set forth 
in Capper-Volstead. Could you give us your position on 
Capper-Volstead? 

THe PresmentT. Well, my best recollection is that I 
believe the legislation is sound. I believe the legislation 
should not be tinkered with and, therefore, any proposals 
to change it have not come to my desk and, therefore, 
since I believe in it, I think it ought to stay where it is. 

Q. Mr. President, I am a practicing veterinarian. The 
Nebraska Veterinary Medical Association members pres- 
ent this evening thank you for the invitation to be present 
at this forum. 

It is estimated that the Nebraska livestock industry lost 
$180 million due to livestock disease in 1975. The pro- 
fession is in complete accord that we have effective and 
safe pharmaceuticals and biologics. However, the last few 
years, the profession has lost a great number of effective 
and needed pharmaceuticals because of Food and Drug 
Administration regulations. Likewise, the profession has 


lost the use of a great number of effective and needed 
biologics because of USDA efficacy and safety standards 
that are too stringent. 

Sir, is there some possible way in which the practicing 
veterinarian can have a hand in the decisionmaking and 
product development of pharmaceuticals and biologics 
that are badly needed today and to help in curtailing our 
livestock losses? 

Tue Presment. I see no reason why there can’t be an 
input from the veterinarian profession. But I think it’s 
also accurate to say that in many cases—and I believe it 
would be true in this case—that the kind of legislation 
that has been written is so rigid and so lacking in flexibility 
that the Department itself is almost hamstrung in what 
it can do or what it can decide. 

I know that’s true in some of the areas where EPA has 
been faced with the problem of certain pesticides. The 
legislation in that case, I know categorically, is so tightly 
drawn that there is absolutely a minimum limit of flex- 
ibility as far as EPA is concerned. 

And this is what happens very often—I don’t say in 
every case and maybe in the case that you cite there is 
more flexibility—but the tendency has been for the last 
6 or 10 years that Congress will write legislation that 
sounds good at the time it is enacted. 

It is a very good illustration of that in what we call the 
Delaney amendment, which says that if a certain substance 
produces cancer in heavy doses in animals, it automatically 
must be banned. That’s in the legislation without any 
equivocation. So some of the problems that you raise and 
others may raise go back to the fundamental legislation 
passed by the Congress. 

Now, I am not exempting all the bureaucrats, believe 
me, but if there is any reason—and it appears on the sur- 
face there is—for the veterinarian profession to participate 
in some of this program establishment, I would be the 
first to advocate it. And I will talk to the Secretary of 
Agriculture after we finish here about it. 

Q. Honorable Mr. President, distinguished Senators, 
Secretary of Agriculture, I deem it a privilege to be here 
this evening for this farm forum. I am president of the 
Nebraska Farmers Union. 

My question is, since the Government has put a ceil- 
ing on grain prices for the last 3 years in a row by various 
kinds of controls and embargoes on exports, now for the 
next 5 years the Government’s agreement with the Rus- 
sians provides that there will be controls on what the 
Russians can buy any time they might want more than 
the average of the past several years. The question is, if 
the administration insists on putting a ceiling on farm 
prices to keep them from going up in times of shortages, 
why don’t you put a floor under farm prices to keep them 
from going down in times of surpluses? 

Tue Present. Sir, I know of no ceiling price on any 
farm commodity. Certainly none have been applied since 
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I have been President. None. So I think we have to dis- 
miss that, because it isn’t a fact. 

Now the situation in the 5-year agreement with the 
Soviet Union provided that in this year’s crop or last year’s 
crop they could buy 6 million more metric tons than they 
had bought up to the time of the agreement. And as I was 
checking the facts and figures today, they have got a lee- 
way of about another million tons before they can say, 
“Can we buy some more?” 

Well, as I said a moment ago, I see no circumstances 
whatsoever as to why, if they wanted to buy 2 million more 
tons or 5 million more tons, we wouldn’t sell it to them. 
We would sell it to them. And I said that once, and I will 
repeat it here again. 

Now, in the 5-year program that goes through 1981, 
they guarantee to buy 6 million metric tons. That’s above 
the average that they have bought over the last 5 year pe- 
riod. And they can go up to 8 million metric tons with- 
out consultation. If they want to buy more than that, 
there is no problem, as I see it. 

So there is no ceiling, one, on prices, and little or no 
ceiling that I see in any way whatsoever as far as the pur- 
chase by the Soviet Union or the sale by us of grain. 

Q. How about the floor? 


THE PresmeEnrt. Well, as I recall we have—what is?— 
the target price. I don’t recall what it is for corn and wheat 
and soybeans, but there is a floor under the target price 
established in the legislation that was passed first 3 
years ago and extended last year. It goes into 1977. There 
is a target floor price and that target floor price is aimed 
at making certain that there is a basic ceiling. But it’s 
much lower than the market price now. It’s much lower 
than the market price that anybody anticipates. So it’s an 
insurance policy, but one that I don’t think the farmers 
will ever have to use. 

Q. Mr. President, I am executive secretary of the 
Nebraska Livestock Feeders Association. Would you sup- 
port investigations and action against the Amalgamated 
Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen, which is an AFL-— 
CIO affiliate, on their restraint of trade activities. 

For example, they will not allow fresh meat to be sold 
in Chicago without a meat cutter being present and, there- 
fore, people in Chicago cannot buy fresh meat after 6 
o’clock at night, even though the store might be open. 
And they are also banning the use of pre-cut or boxed beef 
in many cities, even though the new technology does 
create a savings of from $30 to $50 a carcass. And it is 
reported that the areas where boxed beef is prohibited by 
union rule covers about 16 percent of our population or 
about 33 million people. 

THE Present. I strongly oppose those kind of free 
market interferences. I think they are fundamentally de- 
structive as far as the consumer is concerned. I think they 
are harmful to the producer. Those kind of restraints of 
trade, in my judgment, ought to be eliminated. And as 


far as I am concerned, they can either be done by affirma- 
tive action of the Department of Justice or they can be 
done by enactment of legislation. I would favor one or 
either of those approaches. 

Q. Mr. President, I am representing the Nebraska 
State Grange, and we certainly appreciate the opportunity 
to visit with you today. 

First of all, I would like to comment that the last time 
I visited with you, we talked about the number one prob- 
lem to agriculture was inflation. I believe this is still true. 
The Grange certainly supports your attempts to control 
inflation by your method of cutting government spending 
and certainly deficit spending. 

We also talked at that time about your efforts to lower 
unemployment and also getting the economy moving. And 
again, the Grange supports your efforts in this area, par- 
ticularly as you try to encourage private enterprise to move 
into this area as opposed to Federal spending, Federal 
Government jobs, and Federal programs. 

My question today is—we also support your efforts to 
continue the present farm program to some degree. Now, 
we recognize that after 1977, we are going to have to 
come up with a new Federal farm program. We would 
hope that this would be one of the priorities after the fall 
election. And I am wondering if at this time you have 
any comments that you would like to make as to offer 
any changes in the present program, what they may be or 
may not be? 

Tue PresmeENT. Well first, I would expect that Secre- 
tary Butz, in his Agricultural Policy Committee would 
give me the specific recommendations for any change, if 
any. My basic judgment is that the present law, as far 
as it affects corn and wheat and soybeans, is good, sound, 
basic legislation. I would vigorously oppose going back 
to the kind of legislation that existed for most of the 25 
years that I served in the Congress, where we had the 
net result of heavy surpluses, restricted acreage, of minimal 
overseas markets. That kind of a program, I would vigor- 
ously oppose. 

I participated when we made the change from that 
kind of a program to the kind we have today when I was 
a Member of the House of Representatives. And unless I 
see some serious deficiencies—and I don’t see any now—I 
would basically propose the continuation of our present 
farm legislation. I think it is consistent with my basic phi- 
losophy, which is to minimize government regulation, to 
maximize the utilization of the free enterprise system, and 
to give the individual the kind of economic freedom and 
liberty which has made this country great. 

That’s the kind of farm legislation I think we have, and 
that’s the kind I want for the next 4 or 5 years. 

Q. Mr. President, I am a veterinarian at North Platte, 
Nebraska. As I recall, one of the first acts or one of the 
first vetoes that you levied was against the animal health 
research bill after you took office. In 1940, there was 40 
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percent of the Federal research budget spent for agricul- 
tural and livestock disease research. By 1975, this had 
diminished to 1.5 percent. . 

Most of the research funds at the present time are 
dispensed on defensive type research. The Hatch Act, as 
amended in 1956, provided for 50 percent of the Federal 
funding and 50 percent of the funding from the States. 
At the present time, the Federal portion of this has 
dropped to 18 percent to support this research. There 
is an ever-increasing demand for food production. Even 
with such problems as the energy crisis, the environmental 
controls that we have to contend with, and OSHA, agri- 
culture has met these demands in the past—and I was 
very encouraged to hear you talk this evening about the 
research bill that you are funding. Would you please give 
us a little more information on this as to what it will be 
to support? 

Tue Present. Doctor, that bill that you mentioned 
was legislation sponsored by Congressman John Melcher 
of the State of Montana. What he wanted to do was take 
out of the total research budget for the Department of 
Agriculture and say this particular part should be firm, 
inflexible, and everything else had to then be divided up. 

I was advised by the top people who were the research 
experts that it would be inadvisable to make an arbitrary 
cut just for one segment of agricultural research and to let 
everybody else fight for what was left, and because I think 
the research experts ought to have flexibility—one year the 
problem you raised may be the most important; the next 
year some other agricultural research project might be far 
more important. And it seems to me if we have good 
people in agricultural research in the Department of Agri- 
culture, they ought to be able to make the kind of decisions 
that are sound in the research field. And I do know that 
whoever is in charge does get the advice and counsel from 
the agricultural research people around the country at the 
time they put their budget together. And on the basis of 
their recommendation in November, I increased the De- 
partment of Agriculture research budget by $21 million as 
lindicated in. my remarks. 

Now, from my experience in the Congress, I think 
rather than categorize how much in each area, you ought 
to give more money and you ought to give flexibility to the 
experts. And may I add a feature about research and de- 
velopment which is a very important part of our Federal 
Government's overall effort: The Federal Government— 
in the budget that I submitted this last January to the 
Congress, includes about $26 billion in just plain research. 
That’s across all departments. It’s an 11-percent increase 
in research, both applied as well as basic research. 
And as the $21 million figure indicates, agriculture got its 
fair share of that increase. 

Now the problems that we are trying to solve most 
dramatically come in the field of energy. I increased the 
energy research funds by about 35 to 40 percent. We sub- 


stantially increased the funds for solar research. We sub- 
stantially increased the funds for the kind of projects which 
I know the people in Nebraska and Kansas are interested 
in, windmill projects. Now those are not projects that will 
have a big payoff right away, but they are projects we 
have to fund. We have to increase our funding. I did in- 
crease the funding because in the long run, research in 
America has paid off and helped to make us where we are 
today. And in the world we face for the future, we have to 
do more and more of it in order to keep ahead. And I ama 
strong advocate of research, and in the case of agricul- 
ture, I think the record proves it. 

Q. Mr. President, I am a farm wife. First, on behalf of 
the wives of America, I.want to thank you for your pro- 
posal of tax free transfer of property between spouses. Just 
as a marriage cannot survive without the efforts of both 
spouses, in middle-income families a taxable estate can- 
not be acquired unless both spouses work together. 

According to the Farm Real Estate Developments Eco- 
nomics Research Service of the USDA, in Nebraska, our 
farmland increased in value 1,023.8 percent, and across 
48 States, 1,126.3 percent between 1942 when the $60,000 
exemption was passed and now. In view of these statistics, 
would you consider raising the specific exemption more 
than the $150,000 over the next 5 years? And also, will you 
try to push Congress in enacting a change in the near 
future, and when do you feel that we can expect a change? 

Tue PresiventT. Well, I submitted the proposal that I 
mentioned, going from $60,000 to $150,000, extending 
the payment of the taxes—the first 5 years, no tax pay- 
ment, and then for the next 20 years, phasing whatever is 
due above the exemption over a 20-year period. And I did, 
as you indicated, propose the transfer from one spouse to 
another without any tax burden being levied. 

Now, I recommended that proposal in January. The 
House Committee on Ways and Means, which is where 
that kind of legislation must originate, has not—I think 
they have held some hearings, but they haven’t taken any 
action. 

Your good Senator, Carl Curtis, is on the Senate Com- 
mittee on Finance. It might be or it could be attached to 
what we call a tax reform bill but—I am not downgrading 
Carl Curtis’ influence there; in fact, he is one of the finest 
Members on that committee—but I have some reserva- 
tions that that legislation is going to go any place. Isn’t 
that right, Carl? 

Now, what we ought to do—this is my own feeling—is 
to get the House Committee on Ways and Means to take 
this legislation involving the estate tax and to try and send 
it through the House and the Senate in what we call a 
clean bill, without “christmas treeing” it—as Carl well 
knows—where they add a lot of extraneous sort of private 
tax legislation. 

So, if we can get the House Committee on Ways and 
Means to move, I don’t think you would have any real 
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problem in the Senate. I know Carl—he is for more than 
I want to give. But he wants $200,000, and I am not 
going to fight him very hard. 

But the point is we ought to get some action and we, 
from the White House, are working on the House Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. I don’t want to promise you 
categorically, because the Congress has been less than 
cooperative in a number of cases this year. And so all I 
can say is that I am committed, and we are doing every- 
thing we possibly can and we will continue to do it. 

Q. Mr. President, I am State president of the Nebraska 
Feeder’s Auxiliary. In the interest of consumers and live- 
stock feeders as well, is anything being accomplished to 
implement the same rigid inspection and grading stand- 
ards on imported beef as our U.S. products are subject to, 
and will it be labeled as imported? 

THE Preswent. Well, this is a matter that is being 
considered in the Congress and being studied in the execu- 
tive branch. It sounds very simplistic and very easy. If 
we get too tough and too rigid, it could have a reverse 
impact on what we want to sell abroad—grain, wheat, 
soybeans, et cetera. It has to be a two-way street, and we 
expect them to keep the level up to a reasonable safety 
standard, absolutely. 

But, if we are going to put punitive levels on it, it will 
be counterproductive, because they will retaliate, close 
our markets to our other agricultural commodities. So it’s 
my feeling we ought to be absolutely certain that they 
meet our sanitary and safety standards, period. But we 
shouldn’t try to take punitive action, because it could be 
very, very counterproductive as we try to expand our 
markets for wheat and corn and soybeans and the other 
great American agricultural commodities. 

Q. Can we have it labeled as imported? 

THE PRESENT. I see no reason why it cannot be 
labeled, none whatsoever. 

Q. That is very helpful. Thank you, Mr. President. 

Q. Mr. President, I am a veterinarian. My question 
relates to education. We have about 30,000 veterinarians 
in the United States. Less than 2,000 graduate each year. 
My question is this: We are interested in the administra- 
tion’s intent toward continued support of professional 
education. 

Tue Preswent. As I recall, about 6 to 7 years ago, 
there was a program initiated to try and help expand our 
veterinarian schools all over the country. I was quite fa- 
miliar with it at that time because of the interest of Michi- 
gan State University, where they have an outstanding vet- 
erinarian school. I must be very honest and frank with 
you, I cannot give you the details on what the status is. I 
don’t believe in kidding people. So, we can find out what 
it is, and we will let you know, but I don’t want to 
give you a wrong answer. It’s just one that I can’t give 
something categorical and definitive on. We will see that 
you get the answer. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:05 p.m. at the Holiday Inn Resort 
Complex. 


Omaha, Nebraska 


The President’s Remarks at a President Ford Committee 
Breakfast Reception. May 8, 1976 


Thank you very much, Carl. I want to thank both Sen- 
ator Carl Curtis and Senator Roman Hruska for their 
great support and wonderful assistance. They, of course, 
are two of the outstanding legislators in the Congress of the 
United States. They are long-time, personal friends, and 
I can’t thank Roman and Carl sufficiently for the help 
and assistance that they have given me. I am proud to 
be associated with both of them, and you should be proud 
of them as your United States Senators. And I am also 
very proud and very grateful for the fact that all of you 
are here supporting me, and let me assure you I will not 
let you down in the next 4 years. 

I want to say with emphasis that Nebraska has always 
been and is right now a very crucial State, because it’s a 
contest within the Republican Party as to which of the two 
nominees should represent our party in the next 4 years, 
in the next campaign. So what we do between now and 
next Tuesday is critical, is crucial. It requires a maximum 
effort by all of you, by me, and by our friends throughout 
the great State of Nebraska. 

If I might, I would like to take just a minute to re- 
emphasize in your minds what at least I believe are the 
things we can say affirmatively, the things that are critical 
as we talk to our neighbors, to our friends, and to any- 
body else who will listen. 

You can put it in three words, really, the achievements 
of the last 21 months since I have had the privilege of 
being President of the United States. You can say it’s pros- 
perity, it’s peace, and it’s trust. Those are three pretty 
good words. 

Let’s take each of them for just a moment. We can say 
with emphasis that when I became President, the eco- 
nomic situation in this country was deteriorating very 
rapidly. Inflation was over 12 percent. We have cut it 
down for the first 3 months of this year—under 3 percent. 
That’s a 75-percent reduction in the rate of inflation. 
That’s progress by any standard. 

When I became President, we were on the brink of 
the worst economic conditions this country had suffered 
for almost 40 years. Employment was going down. Un- 
employment was going up. We got some news yesterday 
that showed that we have completely reversed that 
situation. 

Yesterday, the Department of Labor announced, the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, that employment in the month 
of April, just one month, had gone up 700,000, and that 
if you go back to the last 12 months, and go from May 
or April to April, we had gained 3,300,000 jobs in the 
United States, and that’s not a bad batting average either. 

And the net result is that as of last month, 84,700,000 
people were gainfully employed. That’s an all-time record 
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in the history of the United States. I am sorry—86,700,- 
000. But it shows the progress. It shows that we have 
been doing the right things, and the net result-is our 
economy is on a very good track. And if I have the op- 
portunity to be the President for the next 4 years, we will 
continue those policies, and that progress will likewise 
continue in the future. 

Now, let’s talk about peace. I am going to say at the 
University of Nebraska, when I have the privilege of 
speaking there this morning, that this is the first graduat- 
ing class in a long, long time—back since 1941—that 
hasn’t had to expect the draft or selective service; that we 
have been able to man our Army, Navy, Air Force, and 
Marines by voluntary action on the part of those who 
want to enlist. 

So this is progress. We are able to do the job, to main- 
tain the peace without depending upon selective service 
or the draft. In other words, we have a capability through 
strength to convince our allies that we are strong and to 
convince our adversaries that they shouldn’t tinker with 
us. So under any standard that you say, we have suffici- 
ent military capability to carry out our missions. Our allies 
know it, and our adversaries know it. 

And then I think you can say that since the tragedy of 
the period just before I became President, where there 
had been a great loss of confidence by many of our fellow 
Americans, we have had an open administration, a candid 
administration, a frank administration. And the net result 
is there has been a restoration of confidence and trust in 
the White House. And I can assure you that in the next 
4 years, this policy of openness, frankness, integrity, will 
absolutely continue, as it must under our kind of govern- 
ment, and as it will under a Ford administration. 

And one further comment. Ever since becoming Presi- 
dent, we have never promised more than we could per- 
form, and we will perform on everything we promise. 
And that’s the kind of relationship that I think a Presi- 
dent must have with the people of this country, and 
that’s the way it will be because that’s the way it will have 
been. 

We aren’t going out to tell people that we will promise 
them the Moon, when we know in our hearts we can’t 
perform. And everything we tell them, everything we 
promise them, we will achieve. That’s the way we have 
been, and the results are good—prosperity, peace, and 
trust between the people and the President of the United 
States. 

And, therefore, it’s my view that we can go to our fel- 
low citizens with an assurance, with a feeling that they can 
trust us, and we can work for them. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 8:35 a.m. in the Empire D Room 
at the Holiday Inn. 


Lincoln, Nebraska 


The President’s Remarks at the University of Nebraska 
Commencement Exercises. May 8, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Chancellor Breckenridge, 
Dr. Varner, Mr. Moylan, Senator Hruska, Senator Cur- 
tis, graduates, families, and guests: 

President Varner, it was my great privilege this morn- 
ing to be initiated as an Honorary Member of the Senior 
Honorary Society of Innocents, that is a unique occasion, 
an honor, for a President of the United States. [Laughter] 

But as I walked in here, I was just greatly impressed by 
this fantastic sports center. Bob Devaney is not only a 
great football coach and Terry Carpenter is not only a 
great legislator, but both of them aren’t bad architects 
either. [Laughter] 

I was born not far from here in Omaha, and although 
I moved away at a very early age, I have always had a 
great affection and a tremendous respect for Nebraska 
and for the people of the Great Plains. 

Some years before many of you graduating here were 
born, I can remember very vividly the welcome given by 
Great Britain to Dwight Eisenhower, who was raised, of 
course, in your next door neighbor, the State of Kansas. 
It was just after the Second World War and he was a hero 
on both sides of the Atlantic. There in Guildhall, before 
an assemblage of leading dignitaries, Ike told the audience 
in very simple but very moving eloquence, “I come from 
the heart of America.” It was always one of Ike’s proudest 
claims. It has always been one of my proudest claims, and 
in the years before all of you, I hope that it will become 
one of your proudest testaments as well. 

Before coming here today, I thought back for a few 
moments on how much you, the graduating students of 
the Class of 1976, have seen and witnessed during the 4 
years that you have been in college. Certainly those 4 
years have been among the most traumatic and the most 
trying in the history of the United States. 

Since you came here as freshmen, one of our longest 
and most divisive wars has wound to a very tragic conclu- 
sion. We have experienced the worst recession since the 
dust bowl days of the 1930’s. We have suffered the worst 
inflation in our peacetime history. And a scandal in high 
office cast a shadow over the Presidency itself. 

Nor did any of these tragic events occur in a vacuum. 
They followed directly from a decade that was filled with 
even greater social unrest and social tension. Violence, 
campus riots, civil disturbances, mounting distrust, all of 
these were an unhappy legacy of the 1960's. 

By the time that you came to college, some of our most 
influential citizens throughout the length and breadth of 
our country seemed to be losing faith in America. In “The 
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Greening of America,” a book that swept many, many 
college campuses early in the 1970’s, author Charles 
Reich asserted that “For most Americans work is mind- 
less, exhausting, boring, servile and hateful. Our life 
activities have become plastic, vicarious, false to our 
genuine needs.” “The Nation,” concluded a well-known 
historian, “is essentially evil and the evil can be exorcized 
only by turning the system upside down.” A leading news- 
paper columnist said it more pointedly. “American life 
doesn’t work any more.” 

Fortunately, the great majority of our people never 
gave up, never lost faith in themselves or in this great 
country. 

In the 4 years that you have been here at the university, 
the Nation has not only persevered, but more importantly 
it has prevailed. As you leave today to enter the main- 
stream of the working world or perhaps to continue your 
studies, I would suggest to you that the United States is 
far, far different, as we see it this morning, from the world 
that you knew when you came here as a freshman. 

The changes are perhaps more evident in areas such as 
our economy. For millions upon millions of our citizens, 
the fears of inflation and unemployment so strong just a 
year ago are now receding. No one believes that we have 
fully cured our economic ailments, but the patient is mend- 
ing rapidly and there is every reason to be more confident 
for the future. 

Progress can be found in many other areas. We are at 
peace. Our friendships in Europe and in the Pacific are 
showing renewed vitality. As you leave this university to- 
day, you become a part of the first generation in more than 
30 years that can graduate with a choice rather than a 
mandate to be drafted into the Armed Services. 

And, too, our farm exports to the rest of the world are 
at record levels. We are forging a new, more creative re- 
lationship with the developing nations of the Southern 
Hemisphere. Because we are strong, because we are pre- 
pared, because our will is undiminished and our purpose 
is clear, America has gained a new respect. The free world 
once more looks to us for leadership and for inspiration. 

All of these changes are surface examples of a broader 
phenomenon that is occurring in our society. I sense that 
the Nation is finally turning away from an incessant pre- 
occupation with its troubles, turning away from the in- 
ward-looking pessimism to a great new spirit of optimism. 
A new buoyancy is emerging in America. For the first 
time in a long while, there is a growing faith in the future 
in America. We see it in the way that consumers are now 
committing more of their financial resources to new 
homes, new cars, and other major purchases. We see it 
in what businesses are doing, once again beginning to in- 
vest in new plants and new jobs. Not only are Americans 
investing in the future, but foreigners are, too, as they de- 
cide to build new businesses, shopping centers, and other 
large enterprises in our Nation. 


We also see the growing confidence out across the great 
breadbasket of the country where farmers are expanding 
their crops and their production. We see it on campuses, 
where students have put down their bricks and taken up 
their books, and we see it especially in churches and in 
families where there is a deep yearning for spiritual ful- 
fillment. 

We have not yet overcome many of our most persistent 
problems. No one should pretend that we have. We are 
still far below our potential as a people. Unemployment, 
poverty, crime, and prejudice are too far widespread, but 
we have moved beyond a time that could be characterized 
as the greening of America. 

What we see today is the healing of America. I would 
urge upon you young men and you young women enter- 
ing a world of swift, blinding change—you learn and 
understand what has happened in these last few years. One 
day, when one or all of you are directing the affairs of 
state or of nation, it may be very helpful to look back- 
ward to the 1970’s and ask how America pulled itself up 
by its bootstraps. 

One answer I suggest is that even in its darkest hours 
the United States stayed economically, materially, and 
morally strong. Even when the Nation was afflicted with 
high inflation and high unemployment, we still had the 
most dynamic, most productive economic system in the 
entire world. With less than 6 percent of world population, 
we continued to produce over a third of the world’s goods 
and services. Our standard of living by any standard is un- 
matched. Our farmers continue to be the wonder of man- 
kind. A single farmer today produces enough food to feed 
50 people, both here as well as abroad. And let us never 
forget the great reservoir of spiritual and moral strength 
that we have in this country, the American character that 
has never known the meaning of the word “retreat.” 

After the First World War, President Woodrow Wilson 
was asked why American soldiers had been so successful 
on the battlefields of Europe. “I will tell you,” he said, 
“that war was won by the American spirit.” You know 
what one of our American wits said, that it only took half 
as long to train an American army as any other because 
you had to train them to go only one way. 

There is a second lesson to be learned from these last 
years as well. It struck me with a very special force since 
I became your President. The fact is that every President 
of the United States in modern times is besieged with re- 
quests and pleas to intervene and to solve almost every 
problem confronting our citizenry. As soon as serious dif- 
ficulties arise, a cry seems to go up that the Federal Gov- 
ernment should rush to the rescue with more programs, 
more spending, more regulation, anything so long as the 
pain is eased and the problems postponed to another day. 
I have been raised in a different school, a school that has 
its home out here in the Great Plains. 
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It is a school that says that the American people are 
better equipped to solve many of their own problems than 
isthe government in Washington. It is a school that says 
government has already grown to an ominous size and 
already interferes far too much in the lives of its citizens. 
It is a school that says when people gain the belief that 
government has every answer, they lose that necessary 
belief in themselves. 

There in Washington, as inflation and unemployment 
mounted in late 1974 and early 1975, there were rising 
pressures for the President and the Congress to intervene 
with new massive programs. “Start spending more 
money,” we were urged by many. “Let’s have higher and 
higher budgets, higher and higher deficits, more and more 
debt, and then if that only produces more inflation, we 
can put the economy in a new straitjacket of wage and 
price controls.” 

But, we weren’t prepared to go down that road again. 
We had seen its results too many times before. This time, 
with the stalwart help of your congressional delegation, 
we resisted that temptation to let the government solve 
our economic problems. Instead, we entrusted the primary 
responsibility to the people themselves and to the great free 
enterprise system that is the mainspring of our society. 

Today, the results are self-evident. The American re- 
covery is moving along rapidly and with greater vitality 
than any other economy throughout the world. While the 
economic threats have certainly not disappeared, we now 
have concrete evidence that if Washington will only make 
the right decisions, if Washington will only trust the 
people, then America can stay on the path toward 
prosperity. 

There is one final lesson to be drawn from these years 
that I hope each and every one of you will always remem- 
ber. Many, many times in the 1960’s and in the early 
1970's, as skies grew dark and cloudy, there was a tempta- 
tion to give up, to yield to the voices of defeat or the voices 
of hysteria, but the American people never did. They 
hever gave up. 

Here in Nebraska people have always known full well 
what it is to endure and to overcome adversity. As students 
here at the University, you must have read about the hard- 
ships of the 19th century prairie life in the novels of one 
of Nebraska’s and one of America’s most beloved writers, 
Willa Cather. You must have talked with your parents 
as well as your grandparents about the great farm depres- 
sion and the droughts of the 1930’s. You know that life 
on the Great Plains can be tough and that one thing you 
can never afford to do is quit. 

By instinct, Americans move in only one direction, fer- 
ward. The story is sometimes told how Thomas Edison 
invented the electric light bulb. Time and time again he 


tried to find the right filament but could not unlock the 
secrets of science. Finally, his young assistant said, “Mr. 
Edison, perhaps you should give up. You have tried your 
experiment 586 times and every time you have failed.” 
“No,” replied Edison. ““We have only found 586 ways that 
won’t work and won’t have to be tried again. Soon, we 
will find one that does.” He did. Edison was never a 
quitter. To him, as he once said, “Genius is 1 percent 
inspiration and 99 percent perspiration.” 

Members of the graduating Class of 1976, I join your 
parents and your friends this morning in saluting you for 
your accomplishments. By your studies here, you have 
earned one of the most cherished documents that anyone 
can possess, a college degree. You have successfully begun 
your careers during one of the most exciting and poten- 
tially one of the most rewarding periods in all of America’s 
history. 

In the years ahead, when new challenges arise, as they 
surely will, I urge that you bear in mind the lessons of 
the past. Remember that America is a great and a good 
nation with an enormous reservoir of material and per- 
sonal resources. Remember that the secret of America lies 
not in the power of its government, but in the power, the 
freedom, and the goodness of its people. And remember, 
too, that America is always at the height of its glory when 
she has to climb the tallest mountains. 

A few years ago we celebrated the 150th anniversary 
of Abraham Lincoln’s birth. The biographer and poet, 
Carl Sandburg, went to the fields of Gettysburg to reflect 
for a few moments about the Nation that he loved. He 
spoke about the history of America and the spirit of 
America. The will and vision that motivated people in 
Plymouth seeking freedom of conscience, this moved on 
and was written on the faces at Valley Forge. It was on 
the faces of men who marched from home to the campaign 
that brought them to Gettysburg. “Long before this time 
of ours,” he said, “America saw the faces of men and 
women torn and shaken in turmoil and chaos and storm. 
Always the path of American destiny has been to the un- 
known. And always there arose enough reserves of 
strength, balances of sanity, portions of wisdom, to carry 
the Nation through to a fresh start with an ever-renewing 
vitality.” 

Today, you begin your own journey into the unknown. 
You carry with you our best wishes and fondest hopes. You 
carry the wisdom of one of our finest universities, and 
you carry, too, a great heritage of Nebraska, of the Plains, 
and of America. 

Congratulations, and thank you very, very much. 
NoTE: The President spoke at 10:55 a.m. at the University of 


Nebraska Sports Center. Prior to his remarks, the President received 
an Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree from the University. 
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Lincoln, Nebraska 


The President’s Remarks at a President Ford 
Committee Volunteer Reception. May 8, 1976 


First, I want to thank from the bottom of my heart 
Carl Curtis and Roman Hruska, both of them have been 
with me since I arrived in the State of Nebraska yesterday. 
They have not only been great Senators for you here in 
Nebraska, but they have been giving great leadership to 
my campaign in Nebraska, and I thank Carl and Roman 
for their service to your State and to our country and their 
support for me. 

But I also want to thank very deeply all of you who are 
volunteers, who have worked hard and are doing a good 
job in making sure that we win on Tuesday, and we are 
going to win. 

But we have about 72 hours and that is not too much 
time to double and treble your efforts. I know you have 
worked hard. I know you probably are a little fatigued, 
but you win a ball game by that last effort in the last 
quarter, and this countdown is vitally important. So I urge 
you to maximize your efforts in the hours ahead. And as 
you meet your friends, talk to your neighbors, your farmer 
neighbors or your city neighbors, your professional friends 
or those who are in churches with you, let me give you in a 
capsule form what I think are the best selling points. They 
can be put in the label of prosperity, peace, and trust. 

Let’s take each one very quickly. Prosperity—refresh 
your memory—21 months ago this country was suffering 
inflation at the rate of 12 percent or more and for the 
first 3 months of 1976 the rate of inflation is 3 percent or 
less. That is a 75 percent reduction in the rate of inflation 
and that is not a bad batting average by any standard. 

Refresh your memory, a year ago the doomsayers were 
saying we were on the brink of a depression. We were in a 
recession. We admitted that, but instead of panicking, in- 
stead of getting hysterical, we took a firm, steady, right 
course, and the net result is we are now having, according 
to the latest figures published yesterday, 86,400,000 people 
gainfully employed, the most in the history of the United 
States. 

In those statistics that were released yesterday—two 
very impressive figures. We gained 700,000 jobs in one 
30-day period, and in addition, from last April to this year 
we made a total gain of 3,300,000 jobs. The policies that 
we had, the programs that we followed, produced this 
kind of result. 

So the Ford administration can take credit for it, and 
we ought to be proud of it. It ought to be a big selling 
point for us when we go to the polls, or you all go to the 
polls on next Tuesday. 

Now one other point. I said indirectly to the students at 
Nebraska, the graduating class, they were the first class in 
30 years—30 years—that could graduate and have a 


choice whether they wanted to go into the military or 
whether they didn’t. This is the first time in 30 years that 
young people graduating from a university or a college 
would not be faced immediately with a mandatory obliga. 
tion under selective service. And why have we been able 
to give them a choice—either they could volunteer or they 
could go into their occupation—was because we have the 
right military and diplomatic policy. We are at peace. 

And let me give you another several points. I am the first 
President seeking election or reelection in the last 20 years 
who can say that the United States is at peace. So, when 
you put it all together, our policies diplomatically, mili- 
tarily, have been right. We have the peace, and we are go- 
ing to keep it because we are right. 

And then if you will take the third word, trust. I think 
since I have been President, August of ’74, we have had 
an open, we have had a candid, we have had a forthright 
administration. The door was never closed to any individ- 
ual or to any group, we have been frank and honest with 
the American people, and the net result is there has been a 
restoration of confidence in the Presidency. And that is 
something that was necessary, something we can build on. 

So on the basis of those three words, prosperity, peace, 
and trust, I think you can talk to your friends and neigh- 
bors and say that Jerry Ford ought to be the President of 
the United States for the next 4 years. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom 
East at the Lincoln Hilton Hotel. 


Lincoln, Nebraska 


The President’s Remarks to the Nebraska Educational 
Secretaries Association Convention. May 8, 1976 


I do want to thank Mrs, Kinley and all of you from the 
Nebraska Educational Secretaries Association. It is real 
nice to have an opportunity to just say a very few words. 
I heard you were having your convention here, and I 
thought it would be nice to drop over and say hello. I 
know you are deeply concerned with the problems of edu- 
cation. You deal with them on a day-to-day basis, and 
therefore you might be interested in some of the thoughts 
that I have about education. 

I have felt that basically the Federal Government was 
trying to require, trying to push on education in our States 
much too much paperwork and that the net result was 
there was much too much concern about filling out forms 
and not enough opportunity for students to get the bene- 
fits of funds that were made available by the Federal 
Government. 

Nothing would make me happier if we could make our 
teachers and others like you associated with education 
focus in on the pupil and not on the paper. So, that is what 
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we are seeking to do with what we have called block grant 
educational funds from the Federal Government instead 
of the 26 categorical grant programs that are well-inten- 
tioned—I subscribe to them all, I think they are funda- 
mentally aimed in the right direction—but the net result 
isthat in most cases the people in Maine and the people in 
California are treated identically. The people in Florida 
are treated the same as the people in Minnesota and the 
educational problems in every State are quite different. 
And when you have inflexible categorical grant programs, 
it does not give the educators and those associated with 
them at the local level the opportunity to make their own 
judgments, to use their own wisdom, their own experience. 
And what you want to do in Nebraska is what is right for 
education here, and we ought to give the same opportu- 
nities to those who are in education in South Carolina. 

So, what we are trying to do—we recommended to the 
Congress, not only the elimination of categorical grant pro- 
grams in transforming them into block grant programs so 
you make the decisions, but we added to the money that 
the Federal Government would make available so every 
State would be held harmless and some States would get 
more. But the main thrust was to make sure that you had 
the Federal money, as much as you had before—and more 
too in a number of cases—and at the same time we could 
rely on your judgment to benefit the pupil, and that is 
what education is all about. 

Thank you very, very much. 


note: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom 
West at the Lincoln Hilton Hotel. 


Independence, Missouri 


The President’s Remarks at the Dedication Ceremonies 
of the Harry S. Truman Statue. May 8, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Governor Bond, Margaret 
Truman Daniel, distinguished Members of the House of 
Representatives and the United States Senate, Mayor 
King, Dr. Jonas, distinguished guests, friends, and ad- 
mirers of Harry Truman: 

Surrounded as I am by old friends and neighbors of 
President Truman, it would be hard and perhaps fool- 
hardy for me to try to add anything to the affectionate 
tributes already paid him as a public servant and as a great 
man, but I have a few memories of my own, so let me try. 

Mr. Truman, as it has been mentioned, was a great 
student of history, and he particularly liked to talk about 
his predecessors and the qualities of each of them that they 
brought to the Presidency. He was really an expert at it, 
allowing for a little tilt toward Jefferson, Jackson, and his 
distant kinsman, John Tyler. 


The reason I know this goes back to my very first close- 
view meeting with him. In fact, my very first meeting with 
anybody, and my first view of the White House. In the 
81st Congress in 1949, I was a very freshman Member of 
the House of Representatives, and on the minority side, 
President Truman had seen to that in 1948. I had been 
assigned a place at the very bottom of the seniority ladder 
on the Public Works Committee, and one day President 
Truman invited all of us down to visit him at the White 
House. He greeted us very warmly and asked if we would 
like a personally guided tour through the House. And we 
got the full lecture; not just the public rooms, but upstairs 
through the family living quarters. 

President Truman explained all the portraits, pointed 
out all the changes made by First Ladies, all the way back 
to Abigail Adams. But the tour wasn’t all ancient history. 
The President also showed us the hole in the floor in Mar- 
garet’s sitting room where her spinet piano attempted to 
obey the law of gravity. He stood us under the crystal 
chandelier that almost crashed down in the middle of an 
East Room reception. 

He pointed to the swayback ceiling of the State Dining 
Room, which he said was only held up by the force of 
habit, not gravity. We were all so tremendously impressed. 
We thanked President Truman, and trooped back up to 
Capitol Hill and promptly voted him every penny of the 
$5,400,000 he wanted to completely renovate the White 
House. 

So, I broke all the anti-spending promises of my first 
campaign, and I want to testify here today that I am glad 
and grateful for President Truman’s foresight and concern 
for future occupants of that beautiful and historic House. 
Betty and I especially enjoy the Truman balcony. 

There is a serious side, of course, to the story of Presi- 
dent Truman’s skill in lobbying the whole Public Works 
Committee. He was proud of his powers of persuasion and 
he often said the President was the only person in Wash- 
ington whose job is to lobby on behalf of all of the Ameri- 
can people. 

As a Senator from Missouri, he had to look after the 
special interests of his State. But, when he became Presi- 
dent, he had to think about the interests of the whole 
country. That sometimes got him into trouble with the 
Congress—he conceded that very openly—and with polit- 
ical critics, not only in my party but from both the left 
and the right of his party. “When a President does not 
have a fight or two with Congress”—President Truman 
wrote in his memoirs—“you know there is something very 
wrong.” 

Although I was on the other side of many contests with 
him, I now know how President Truman felt. I am still 
trying, but I have a long way to go, to beat his post-war 
record of 250 vetoes. 

Differ though we did on a lot of issues, I completely 
agree with President Truman’s stern concept of Presiden- 


Volume 12—Number 20 











848 PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 


tial duty. “A President cannot always be popular’—he 
wrote after coming back home to Independence—“He has 
to be able to say yes and no and, more often no to most of 
the propositions that are put up to him by partisan groups 
and special interests who are always pulling at the White 
House for one thing or another. I have never felt that 
popularity and glamour are fundamentals on which the 
Chief Executive of the Government should operate. A 
man who is influenced by the polls or is afraid to make 
decisions which make him unpopular is not a man to rep- 
resent the value of the country,” so said Harry Truman. 

“T have always,” he said, “believed that the vast major- 
ity of the people want to do what is right, and if the Presi- 
dent is right, and can get through to the people, he can 
always persuade them.” 

President Truman, like Abraham Lincoln, had a great 
faith in the ultimate good sense of our people. He liked 
them, he talked their language, and in 1948 they went to 
the polls and proved that his faith was fully justified. I 
remember that campaign very well, not because Governor 
Dewey was a native son of Michigan, but because it was 
my first bid for elective office. I had a tough primary fight 
against an incumbent and President Truman, unknow- 
ingly, did me a favor by calling the Congress back in mid- 
summer for his famous Turnip Day Session. 

This kept my primary opponent in Washington while 
I was busy campaigning against the whole Washington 
establishment, which has always been a good way to get 
there. But, the real difference between my primary oppo- 
nent and me was that he was a sincere isolationist and a 
leading opponent of the Marshall Plan and President 
Truman’s other efforts to rebuild war-torn Europe and to 
maintain the United State’s role of leadership in the 
world. 

Like most of us just home from World War II, I went 
along with President Truman and the United States Sen- 
ator from my home town of Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
Senator Arthur H. Vandenburg, in supporting a strong 
bipartisan posture in defense and foreign affairs. I won. 

And I went on supporting President Truman as a 
Member of the Congress on the great issues affecting 
peace and national security, which is in the best tradition 
of our history and ought never to be exploited or distorted 
for personal or partisan political advantage. 

President Truman noted in his memoirs that in 1948 it 
was the worst possible time for him to have to wage a 
political campaign because he was trying to negotiate with 
the Russians and trying to get some kind of cease-fire in 
the Middle East. “There should be no break in bipartisan 
foreign policy of the United States at any time,” he said, 
“particularly during an election year.” Quoting President 
Truman, “We are dangerously close to forgetting today 


that it is the President’s duty to lead the Nation in the 
conduct of its foreign affairs. This is a responsibility that 
cannot be delegated and must not be avoided.” 

Mr. Truman was much too seasoned a campaigner 
and much too realistic about the two-party system to sup- 
pose that foreign affairs would or even should be a for- 
bidden subject in political debates. That is not what Presi- 
dent Truman said. What he said was that American 
policy should not be demagogued, damaged, or derailed 
because of election year considerations. 

I agreed then, and now I know how right he was. And 
I am going to follow his counsel and his example. Nobody 
in this country expects consensus or conformity in a de- 
mocracy, but it is not too much to expect of a mature 200- 
year-old nation that its free political debates be conducted 
responsibly and rationally in the very sensitive areas of 
national security and our relations with other countries. 

We know that both friends and foes are watching our 
election process closely and listening to every word we say 
that might affect them in the future. Throughout his 
eventful years as President, and after he left office, Mr. 
Truman repeatedly said the primary goal of all of his 
efforts was peace. He had learned about war firsthand as 
captain of Battery D in the First World War. 

As Commander in Chief, he made some of the most 
difficult decisions of World War II, as well as Korea. He 
was acutely aware that world péace can only be secured 
through American strength and the closest ties with our 
allies. He had no illusions about our adversaries, but be- 
lieved nevertheless that no door should be closed, even to 
the remotest chance, in the pursuit of peace. 

I was just back from carrier duty in the Pacific on 
April 12, 1945, the day Vice President Truman was sud- 
denly called to assume the Presidency of the United 
States. On the evening of August 9, 1974, after the same 
thing happened to me, I was walking through the West 
Wing of the White House and I remembered my first visit 
there and how easily President Truman made a freshman 
Congressman feel at home—and he got his $5,400,000. 

One of my long-time associates reminded me that one 
of the first things a new President usually does is choose 
which portraits of three Presidents should be hung in the 
Cabinet Room. “We will leave President Eisenhower 
right where he is,” I said. “And of course I want Abra- 
ham Lincoln,” “To balance it off,” this associate of mine 
said, “how about Andy Jackson?” “No, Harry Truman,” 
I said. “Are you absolutely sure,” he asked. “That is my 
decision,” I said. He knew where the buck stops, and he 
was never afraid of the heat in the kitchen. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. at the Independence 
Square Courthouse. 
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National Historic Preservation 


Week, 1976 


Proclamation 4438. Dated May 7, 1976. Released 
May 8, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

In this Bicentennial year, we have many opportunities 
to recall that the greatness of America is founded upon 
appreciation of our heritage and upon knowledge of the 
historic events that have shaped our national identity. 

One of the most important sources of our sense of na- 
tional direction is our architectural heritage—the historic 
sites, structures and landmarks that link us physically with 
our past. This great fund of cultural resources includes 
not only sites such as well-known battlefields and struc- 
tures of national significance such as the homes of famous 
patriots, but also includes typical houses, office buildings, 
factories, and stores, and other public buildings such as 
post offices, courthouses, and railroad stations. Along the 
streets of our cities and towns and in our rural areas, these 
sometimes humble but historic properties remind us of 
the accomplishments of our predecessors and, thereby, 
help to provide a continuity and historical perspective that 
are so important to the cultural heritage of any great 
nation. 

We are a vigorous and mobile people, often oriented 
more toward the future than the past. It is important for 
us to preserve our physical heritage in the face of progress. 

So it is a pleasure to note the efforts of those in the 
historic preservation movement, in both the public and 
private sector, who have led the movement to preserve 
these unique and irreplaceable inheritances of the past. 
An invaluable contribution by them has been to demon- 
strate how these historic structures of all types can meet 
the needs of contemporary society and at the same time 
add to the richness of our cultural heritage. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby proclaim the 
calendar week beginning May 9, 1976, as National His- 
toric Preservation Week. I call upon Government agen- 
cies at all levels, interested private individuals and or- 
ganizations, and all concerned citizens, to mark this ob- 
servance with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness WuerEorF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this seventh day of May, in the year of our Lord nine- 
teen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundredth. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:51 a.m., 
May 10, 1976] 


Armed Forces Week 


The President’s Remarks at Ceremonies Opening the 
Exhibit at the Washington Monument. May 10, 1976 


Secretary Rumsfeld, members of the Cabinet, Members 
of the Congress, members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
members of the Armed Services, ladies and gentlemen: 

We meet here today in America at a time of peace, but 
we meet in the shadow of a monument to one who said: 
“To be prepared for war is one of the most effectual ways 
for preserving the peace.” Today our defenses are strong, 
and we will keep them strong—not strong for the sake 
of war, but strong for the sake of peace. 

Around us this morning are stirring symbols of Amer- 
ica’s military might. They remind us of the advanced 
technology and industry which keeps America’s defenses 
strong. But let us remember, in the midst of this impres- 
sive display, that our military strength does not lie in these 
weapons alone. It lies in the muscle and brawn, the sinew 
and blood and bone of those who serve in our Armed 
Forces. 

And statistics like the number of missiles, the tonnage 
of ships, the firepower of weapons must not distract us 
from the quality of those who are trained to use them. 
Military history has demonstrated over and over again 
that the character of a nation’s soldiers and their com- 
manders determines military strength more than any 
other single factor. 

The men and women in all branches of our defense 
establishment are not only well-trained and well-armed, 
but just as important, they are courageous and devoted 
to the American ideals of peace and freedom that they 
may be called upon to defend. Such soldiers have no price 
tag. How can we measure the value of an American who 
has suffered or died for freedom? Or how much was a 
Grant or a Lee, a Patton or a Nimitz or an Eisenhower 
worth? 

We owe these people our eternal thanks and gratitude. 
We owe them our admiration and our support. Our 
soldiers and sailors and airmen and marines and Coast 
Guard are professionals, and we owe them the finest tools 
this country can provide, and we will give them the means 
to do that job. 

The B—1 bomber, a model of which is displayed here 
today, represents just one part of our commitment to this 
task. We have laid the keel for the first of a series of new 
missile-launching submarines, the Trident missile fleet, 
which will be the foundation for a strong and technolog- 
ically superior force through the 1980’s. We are develop- 
ing a new main battle tank, new fighters, a new 
intercontinental ballistic missile for the 1980’s. And one 
excellent example of advanced capability is the new cruise 
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missile we are developing for our air and naval forces. 
This is a significant technology in which we lead the 
world. 

The weapons we hold today and those we plan for the 
future give America a mighty power. But with such power 
comes a mighty responsibility. We must never forget the 
purpose for which our arsenal is intended. That purpose 
is not to terrify the weak, to provoke armed confrontation, 
nor to lay claim to that which is not ours. Our purpose is 
to defend freedom and to maintain a foundation of 
strength on which a better and more peaceful world can 
be built. 

That thought should motivate every man and woman 
in our Armed Forces, and their determination to fulfill 
that purpose must also live in the hearts of every Ameri- 
can. 

We must all do our best to ensure our Nation is well- 
defended, and we must all do our best to keep America 
worth defending—peaceful, prosperous, and free. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:13 a.m. at the Washington 
Monument. 


United States Ambassador 
to Luxembourg 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Rosemary L.Ginn. May 10, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Rosemary L. Ginn, of Columbia, Mo., to be Ambas- 
sador to Luxembourg. She will succeed Ruth Farkas, who 
has resigned. Mrs. Ginn has been president of the Lucas 
Brothers Publishing Co., in Columbia, Mo., since 1971. 

Born on August 28, 1912, in Columbia, Mo., Mrs. 
Ginn received her B.A. degree from the University of Mis- 
souri in 1933. She also did additional graduate work dur- 
ing 1933-34. 

In 1939, Mrs. Ginn became a member of the board of 
directors of the University Bookstores Co., and its sub- 
sidiary, the Lucas Brothers Publishing Co. She served as 
a member at large for UNESCO in 1971 and became 
Vice Chairman of the National Commission of UNESCO 
in 1973. She was the U.S. Representative to the annual 
meeting for the Canadian Commission for UNESCO 
in 1974 and was elected Chairman of the United States 
Commission for UNESCO during that year. She was U.S. 
Representative to the 18th Session of the General Confer- 
ence of UNESCO in Paris, in 1974. 

She received the University of Missouri Faculty Alumni 
Award in 1971. 
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Mrs. Ginn is married to Milton Stanley Ginn, and they 
have two children. 


Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Robert E. Fulton To Be Administrator of the Social and 
Rehabilitation Service. May 10, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Robert E. Fulton, of Winchester, Mass., to be Ad- 
ministrator of the Social and Rehabilitation Service. He 
will succeed James S. Dwight, Jr., who resigned effective 
June 2, 1975. Mr. Fulton has been Regional Director, 
Region I, of the Department of Health, Education, and 
Welfare in Boston, Mass., since 1973. 

Mr. Fulton was born on September 8, 1931, in Pat- 
ton, Mo. He received his A.B. and B.S. degrees from 
Southeast Missouri State College in 1956. He was 
awarded his LL.B. from American University in 1960. 
He received his M.S.B.A. degree from George Washing- 
ton University in 1965. 

In July 1956, Mr. Fulton became a management as- 
sistant for the Department of the Navy, prior to becom- 
ing a management assistant in October 1959 for the 
Atomic Energy Commission. He was named NATO Af- 
fairs Coordinator for the AEC in January 1966, and in 
October 1967 became the Political-Military Affairs Offi- 
cer for the Department of State. He was appointed Re- 
gional Administrator of the Community Action Program 
for the Office of.Economic Opportunity in August 1968. 
He became Chief, Lower Great Lakes Operations Divi- 
sion of the Office of Economic Opportunity in January 
1970, and in July of that year became Regional Director 
of OEO in Boston, Mass. 

Mr. Fulton is married to the former Maxine Heit- 
man, and they have three children. 


Energy Research and Development 
Advisory Council 


Executive Order 11915. May 10, 1976 


ABOLISHING THE ENERGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
Apvisory CoUNCIL 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Consti- 
tution and Statutes of the United States, and as Presi- 
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dent of the United States of America, the Energy Re- 
garch and Development Advisory Council established 
June 29, 1973, is hereby abolished and Section 2(4) of 
Executive Order No. 11827 of January 4, 1975, is hereby 
rescinded. , 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
May 10, 1976. 


Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 12:22 p.m., 
May 10, 1976] 


U.S. Disaster Assistance to Italy 


Statement by the White House Press Secretary. 
May 10, 1976 


I wish to announce this morning that the United States 
response to the Italian earthquake has been speedy and 
helpful. On Friday, the President sent to President Leone 
of Italy the deepest sympathies of the United States and 
special condolences to the immediate victims of the earth- 
quakes in northeastern Italy. 

Even before that message, U.S. military installations 
nearest the disaster zone had reacted to the appeals of 
local authorities. Five helicopters were dispatched for 
medical evacuations, another one was provided to ferry an 
Italian disaster area survey team through the affected 
zone, and an ambulance, a doctor, and generator and 
lighting equipment also were provided that first night. 

The Italian Government estimates that 45,000 people 
have been left homeless by the earthquake that struck 
May 6. The Italian Government has appealed for inter- 
national assistance in providing shelter for at least 50,000 
people. As of this morning, the U.S. Government has do- 
nated 1,333 tents from U.S. military and AID disaster re- 
lief stocks in Europe. These tents can shelter about 9,000 
people. 

The United States also has provided earth-moving 
equipment from U.S. military installations in northeast- 
em Italy, and we are providing field rations, blankets, 
sheets, stretchers, medical supplies, and fuel. 

In addition to responding to direct requests from local 
and national Italian authorities, we are coordinating our 
responses with the other NATO allies through NATO’s 
Civil Emergency Planning consultative mechanism. 

We also have notified the Italian Government that we 
have available specialized teams, such as an Italian-speak- 
ing group of epidemiologists from the U.S. Center for Dis- 
ease Control, who are on stand-by status in case the Ital- 
ian Government would like to use them on short notice. 

The Italians themselves, of course, are carrying the 
main burden of the disaster relief effort, and our contri- 
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butions—which totaled $575,000 this morning—are 
closely coordinated with the Italian authorities to ensure 
the quickest, most effective response to this human tragedy 
in a country with which the United States is closely allied 
and has close historical, cultural, and family bonds. 


Combined Federal Campaign 


The President’s Memorandum for the Heads of 
Departments and Agencies. Dated May 10, 1976. 
Released May 11, 1976 


I am pleased to announce that The Honorable Richard 
L. Roudebush, Administrator of Veterans Affairs, has 
agreed to serve as Chairman of the Combined Federal 
Campaign for the National Capital Area this fall. 

This campaign, which will begin in September, com- 
bines into a single drive the solicitation efforts of the 
United Way of the National Capital Area, the National 
Health Agencies, and the International Service Agencies. 
In this one drive we will seek to do our share to meet the 
needs of more than 150 local, national and international 
health, welfare and social service agencies. 

These organizations deserve our wholehearted support. 
Working together through the Combined Federal Cam- 
paign we can provide the needed help for our neighbors 
and friends with special needs. To those in need, the 
voluntary agencies are a beacon of hope. Frequently, 
they are the only source for needed assistance. 

Through the Combined Federal Campaign, Federal 
workers and military personnel are offered a unique op- 
portunity to help persons in our community, in our Nation 
and in overseas lands by one gift once a year. Their pledges 
can be fulfilled through voluntary payroll deductions. I am 
confident that Mr. Roudebush will have your whole- 
hearted support in this endeavor. I urge you to commend 
the campaign to Federal employees and military person- 
nel in your organization. 

GerALD R. Forp 


Combined Federal Campaign 


The President’s Memorandum for Federal Employees 
and Military Personnel. Dated May 10, 1976. 
Released May 11, 1976 


The Combined Federal Campaign gives each of us the 
opportunity to show our individual concern for those in 
need. In this one campaign are combined the annual 
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fund-raising efforts of the local United Way, the National 
Health Agencies, the International Service Agencies, and 
the American Red Cross. 

Through the Combined Federal Campaign we can pro- 
vide support for these voluntary organizations which are 
working to make our community, our nation, and the 
world a better place in which to live. Through CFC we 
can support organizations which are performing essential 
services to the disadvantaged and are serving the youth 
and the aged in our community. We can help voluntary 
agencies which are working to lessen the pain and distress 
of illness and are conducting research to seek cures from 
dreaded diseases. And we can assist agencies which serve 
beyond our own national boundaries, extending a helping 
hand to our friends in overseas lands. We have a unique 
opportunity to do all this through one gift—a gift made 
easier by the availability of payroll deductions. 

Federal employees and military personnel have a proud 
tradition of generosity and concern for others. I am con- 
fident that tradition will be upheld this year. While the 
amount you give is a personal, voluntary decision, I hope 
that each of you will join me in supporting the Combined 
Federal Campaign to the fullest extent possible. 


GERALD R. Forp 


United States Ambassador 
to Mauritius 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Robert V. Keeley. May 11,1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Robert V. Keeley, of Winter Park, Fla., to be Ambas- 
sador to Mauritius. He will succeed Philip W. Manhard, 
who has resigned. Mr. Keeley has been Deputy Director of 
the Inter-Agency Task Force for Indochina Refugees for 
the Department of State since 1975. 

Born on September 4, 1929, in Beirut, Lebanon, Mr. 
Keeley received his A.B. degree summa cum laude from 
Princeton University in 1951. He served in the United 
States Coast Guard from 1953 to 1955 as a lieutenant, j.g. 
He was a fellow at the National Institute of Public Affairs 
at Stanford University during 1965-66. 

In 1956, Mr. Keeley joined the Foreign Service and 
served with the International Cooperation Administration 
in Washington, D.C., until 1957. From 1958 to 1970, he 
was Political Officer at the American Embassies in Am- 
man, Jordan, Bamako, Mali, and Athens, Greece. During 
1963-66, he served as Officer in Charge in Leopoldville 
and Brazzaville. He was appointed Deputy Chief of Mis- 


sion in Kampala, Uganda, and Phnom Penh, Khmer 
Republic, beginning in 1970 until 1975. 

Mr. Keeley is married to the former Louise Schoon- 
maker, and they have two children. They reside in the 
District of Columbia. 


National Science and Technology 


Policy, Organization, and Priorities 
Act of 1976 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing H.R. 10230 
Into Law. May 11,1976 


Mr. Vice President, Members of the House and Senate, 
distinguished leaders of the scientific and engineering 
community, and friends: 

I am pleased that all of you could join with me on this 
very important occasion. 

Almost 200 years ago, Thomas Jefferson said: “Knowl 
edge is power; knowledge is safety; knowledge is happi- 
ness.”” 

We Americans have sought knowledge since Jefferson’s 
time, sometimes for its own sake and often used for the 
betterment of our own lives and the protection of the 
ideals on which our country was founded. 

Those of us here today share a very strong view that 
science and engineering and technology can and must con- 
tinue to make great contributions to the achievement of 
our goals. We look to the men and women of our scien- 
tific and engineering community to provide new knowl- 
edge and to provide new products and services that we 
need for the growth of our economy, for the improvement 
of our health, and for the defense of our Nation, and for 
a better life for all. 

During the past 21 months I have been able to put into 
practice some of my views about the importance of science 
and technology. In June of 1975, I proposed legislation 
to create a new Office of Science and Technological 
[Technology] Policy. That proposal has passed the Con- 
gress and is now before me for approval. We have taken 
other steps to draw upon the knowledge of our scientific 
and technical experts. 

I have submitted to the Congress, as part of a fiscal year 
1977 budget, requests for nearly $25 billion that is needed 
to assure that we are moving forward in all major areas 
of research and development, particularly in basic re- 
search. This is an increase of approximately 11 percent. 

Today, I sign into law the National Science and Tech- 
nological [Technology] Policy, Organization, and Priori- 
ties Act of 1976. In addition to establishing the new office, 


Volume 12—Number 20 





Na 
Po 
Pr 


Sta 





oon- 
| the 


230 


ate, 
ring 


wie 
dpi- 


on’s 


the 


SS SRERS 








PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 853 


the bill calls for an intensive study of the way we utilize 
science and technology in the government and in the Na- 
tion. It helps to assure that we will have the views of State 
and local governments, business, labor, and citizen groups 
ina great effort. 

I congratulate and thank the Members of the Congress 
on the fine work represented by this legislation. It is a 
good example of an effective cooperation between the 
Congress and the executive branch, and I am most grate- 
ful. 

I am now very pleased to sign this bill into law. 
note: The President spoke at 10:48 a.m. in the East Garden at 
the White House. 

As enacted, the National Science and Technology Policy, Orga- 


nization, and Priorities Act of 1976 (H.R. 10230) is Public Law 
94-282, approved May 11, 1976. 


National Science and Technology 
Policy, Organization, and 
Priorities Act of 1976 


Statement by the President on Signing H.R. 10230 
IntoLaw. May 11, 1976 


Two hundred years ago, one of this Nation’s Found- 
ing Fathers and a man of great intellect—Thomas Jeffer- 
son—observed, “Knowledge is power, knowledge is safety, 
knowledge is happiness.” 

Jefferson knew, as did the other great leaders who 
established this republic, that the pursuit and wise appli- 
cation of new knowledge are essential to any nation’s 
progress. They encouraged exploration, new methods of 
agriculture, the establishment of scientific societies and 
institutions of higher learning, and protection and im- 
provement of the Nation’s health. They supported those 
who sought to expand America’s physical and intellectual 
frontiers—our explorers, scientists, inventors, engineers, 
and teachers. 

This strong emphasis on progress through knowledge 
has continued throughout our history. It has been in- 
strumental in helping develop the America we know— 
its agriculture, industry, economy, health, national se- 
curity, and many of the amenities we enjoy. Science, 
engineering, and technology have combined to become 
a basic underlying force in American life—a force that 
America has shared with the world to the ultimate bene- 
fit of all mankind. 

Now, as we enter our third century, science, engineer- 
ing, and technology are more important than ever in 


meeting the challenges and opportunities which lie ahead 
for this Nation and the world. 

The bill that I am signing today—the National Science 
and Technology Policy, Organization, and Priorities Act 
of 1976, H.R. 10230—will help us in meeting those chal- 
lenges. It outlines a comprehensive policy for achieve- 
ment of our national objectives through the effective 
utilization of science and technology. 

The key provision of the bill is the creation of a new 
Office of Science and Technology Policy in the Executive 
Office of the President. I first proposed legislation to au- 
thorize this office in June 1975. I attach great importance 
not only to a strong national effort in science and tech- 
nology but also to the availability of expert advice at all 
levels in the Federal Government. This new office will 
provide an important source of advice on the scientific, 
engineering, and technical aspects of issues that require at- 
tention at the highest levels of government. 

The bill also calls for a 2-year study of the overall con- 
text of the Federal science, engineering, and technology 
effort. This study should provide the basis for reassessing 
the organization and management of Federal research 
and development activities. It should help to ensure that 
government efforts are properly related to those of private 
enterprise which has the primary responsibility for turning 
new ideas into new and improved products and services 
for the marketplace. 

Finally, the bill calls upon the Director of the new office 
to establish an intergovernmental science, engineering, 
and technology advisory panel to identify problems of the 
State, regional, and local levels where science and tech- 
nology can contribute. 

Along with continued, vigorous support from the pri- 
vate sector, a strong Federal effort in science, engineering, 
and technology is critical to our future. My 1977 budget 
calls for $24.7 billion for Federal research and develop- 
ment programs—an increase of 11 percent over 1976 esti- 
mates, I am hopeful that the Congress will approve my 
funding requests, particularly those to increase Federal 
support of basic research. 

The National Science and Technology Policy, Orga- 
nization, and Priorities Act of 1976 reflects a renewed 
recognition of the importance of scientific, engineering 
and technological contributions. It symbolizes the con- 
fidence we Americans have in our ability to improve our 
way of life and to find better solutions to the problems of 
the future. I take great pleasure in signing this bill into 
law. 

NoTE: As enacted, the National Science and Technology Policy, 


Organization, and Priorities Act of 1976 (H.R. 10230) is Public 
Law 94-282, approved May 11, 1976. 
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U.S. Disaster Assistance to Italy 


The President’s Message to the Congress. 
May 11, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

On May 6, an earthquake of great destructiveness hit 
the northeastern portion of Italy. The Italian Government 
currently estimates that this disaster has left over 800 per- 
sons dead, more than 2,300 injured, and from 40,000 to 
60,000 people homeless. 

In the message I sent to President Leone immediately 
following the news of the earthquake, I expressed our sym- 
pathy for those who are suffering and indicated that the 
United States stands ready to provide assistance. Initial 
USS. aid, under U.S. Ambassador John Volpe’s direction, 
has been speedy and has included: 


—Emergency shelters, medical supplies and foodstuffs 
provided through the Agency for International De- 
velopment and the Department of Defense. 

—Transportation and medical facilities, including 
medical evacuation helicopters from the Department 
of Defense. 

—Reconstruction and heavy earth moving equipment 
from three of our bases in Italy. 

—Disaster relief specialists to assist Italian Government 
authorities in planning and implementing relief 
programs. 


While this initial assistance has been helpful, more aid 
is needed to help the survivors to rebuild their lives and 
to help the Italian nation recover from this tragedy. Ac- 
cordingly, I have asked the Congress to provide $25 mil- 
lion in disaster relief as part of the Second Supplemental 
Appropriations Bill for FY 1976. 

At the same time, at my request, Vice President Rocke- 
feller will visit Italy this week to receive a firsthand report 
on the impact of the earthquake and on the ways in which 
the United States can best be of assistance. He will be 
accompanied by my Special Coordinator for Interna- 
tional Disaster Assistance—AID Administrator Daniel 
Parker—who has been instructed to review the situation 
in the fullest possible detail. Based on the firsthand assess- 
ment resulting from this mission, I will immediately in- 
form the Congress should there be further steps required 
to permit the United States to assist as fully and effectively 
as possible. 

In the U.S.-Italian Joint Statement of 1974, President 
Leone and I took note of the extraordinarily broad human 


ties between Italy and the United States of America, and 
the shared values and goals which bind together the Italian 
and American peoples. Now, at a time when natural 
disaster has brought such great tragedy to the people of 
Italy, Americans everywhere are moved to respond 
quickly and in the spirit of profound friendship between 
our countries. 

The request I have sent to the Congress for $25 million 
in disaster relief assistance will enable us immediately to 
translate our concern into action to help alleviate the suf- 
fering in Italy. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
May 11, 1976. 


Multiple Sclerosis Mother and 
Father of the Year Award 


The President’s Remarks at the Presentation Ceremony 
at the White House. May 11,1976 


First, I want to congratulate the Multiple Sclerosis So- 
ciety for its long and very helpful record of trying to high- 
light the problems relating to MS and also to make the 
American people aware of the great courage and strength 
of people such as you, Mrs. Van Meter and Mr. Rikard. 

I do wish to congratulate you, and it’s an honor for 
me to give you this plaque as Mother of the Year. We are 
delighted to have you here and are very glad that you 
could be here. 

And you, Mr. Rikard, I am very pleased to award you 
this plaque as the Father of the Year for MS. Good luck, 
and God bless you. It’s nice to have you here. 

We are delighted to have somebody from Alabama 
and somebody from Iowa. The very best to both of you. 

I congratulate the members of the Society and what 
you have done and what I know you will do in the months 
and years ahead. 

The best to all of you. We are very grateful, on behalf 
of 215 million Americans, for the achievements in the past 
as well as well into the future. 

The very best to you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:20 p.m. in the Rose Garden 
at the White House where he presented plaques to Sharon Van 


Meter, of Iowa City, Iowa, and Ralph M. Rikard, of Montgomery, 
Ala. 
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Visit of Queen Margrethe II 
of Denmark 


Exchange of Toasts Between President Ford and Queen 
Margrethe at a Luncheon Honoring the Queen. 
May 11, 1976 


Tue PresweNT. Ladies and gentlemen: 

It is a very great privilege and pleasure for Mrs. Ford 
and me to have you with us on this occasion in the White 
House. On your first visit to our country since ascending 
the throne, I welcome you very warmly on behalf of all 
of the Americans. 

Americans have a historic affinity and a special friend- 
ship for Denmark, and we want your stay in our country 
to be as joyous and rewarding as possible. There are no 
less than 22 cities and towns in the United States called 
Denmark. [Laughter] I think this is somewhat indicative 
of the Danish influence in America’s heartland where I 
understand you are visiting, and those of us who come 
from that part of the country, of course feel it is the heart- 
land of America. 

I am tremendously delighted that you will visit many, 
many parts of the United States and that our people have 
an opportunity to meet you and to treat you as hospita- 
bly as I know they will. I am especially pleased that you 
will visit the Virgin Islands because of the very special ties 
flowing from those historic islands. 

Your visit is very timely in this Bicentennial Year be- 
cause our two countries have maintained uninterrupted 
diplomatic relations with each other longer than America 
has had such relations with any other country. Our re- 
lations began in 1801 and they have never been severed 
by war or for any other reason. 

In your American travels you will meet millions of 
Danish ancestry. We are extremely proud of the contribu- 
tions to our progress by those who have your cultural 
heritage and the moral and spiritual values that are im- 
portant to both of our peoples. 

The traditional ties between Denmark and the United 
States are reinforced by a common dedication to the free- 
dom and the dignity of the individual and to the eco- 
nomic and social progress which is important to us all. It 
is these shared commitments that make us not only close 
friends but steadfast allies in the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization. 

In these shared commitments we, of course, feel that the 
rich culture is a vitally important part. And Denmark has 
given, not only to NATO but to Western Europe, much 
to humanity. Committed to the objective of peace among 
nations, the Danes have made that goal a reality by serv- 
ing in the United States’ (Nations’) peacekeeping activi- 
hes and efforts in the Middle East, the Congo, as well as 
Cyprus. 


As a member of the European Community, Denmark 
enhances contacts between the Community and the United 
States. The United States does attach a very great im- 
portance to our relationship with Denmark, and I note 
that these relations are excellent at the present time, and 
I am confident that those relations will continue. We will 
understand each other’s views on various international 
problems, on peace, security, and economic progress. 

As President, I welcome the outstanding contributions 
which the Danish Government, the Danish Bicentennial 
Committee and the Danish people are making to the ob- 
servance of our 200th anniversary. In addition to the visit 
of Your Majesty and His Royal Highness, Danish pro- 
grams for the Bicentennial encompass a very broad range 
of activities in the field of music, art. education, and his- 
tory. They include the tours by the Royal Danish Ballet 
and the Copenhagen Boys’ Choir, exhibits, presenta- 
tions of books and musical anthologies to various Amer- 
ican universities and conservatories, and very generous 
gifts to the Kennedy Center and the Government of the 
Virgin Islands. All of us are very deeply grateful for this 
thoughtfulness and this generosity. 

Denmark perhaps is the only other country which for 
years has celebrated July 4. A Danish society has met on 
July 4 for many, many years to reaffirm the very friendly 
ties between Denmark and the United States. 

Your Majesty, Your Royal Highness, once again we bid 
you a sincere and very hearty welcome. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to join me in a toast to 
Her Majesty and to His Royal Highness. May the friend- 
ship between Denmark and the United States continue to 
grow and may our two nations move toward one another 
on common objectives of peace, progress, and liberty for 
all peoples. 

QueEN MarcreTHE. Mr. President, the Prince and I 
wish to thank you, Mr. President, for your very kind words 
of welcome and for the warm and generous reception 
which you and Mrs. Ford have given us at the White 
House. 

Coming to Washington for the first time as I do, I am 
at once attracted by the beautiful white buildings in their 
peaceful setting of green lawns and flowering trees. And it 
is a striking feature of Washington that the seat of power 
of so vast a country as the United States, the White House, 
is not only the center of administration but also a charm- 
ing home. 

Though my husband and I have both visited the United 
States before, we have never been here together, and this 
is yet another reason why we have looked forward to this 
visit and to meeting you and Mrs. Ford. This year is the 
Bicentennial of the United States and we are happy to 
contribute our congratulations on this great occasion on 
behalf of the people of Denmark. 

The United States, or America, as we often say in Den- 
mark, occupies a very special place in the imagination of 
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my countrymen. This is vividly illustrated by a children’s 
story in verse, which first appeared in 1830 and has been 
read to this very day. It tells the story of a small disen- 
chanted boy who has received bad grades at school, a 
scolding from his mother for having torn his trousers, and 
whose girlfriend has let him down. [Laughter] So he de- 
cides to run away to America because America, as he ex- 
plains: “There the horse has silver shoes I’m told, the 
carriage has wheels to match; the streets and roads are 
paved with gold, you may bend and keep what you catch. 
Chocolates and sweets from the bushes drop, and the trees 
have candy flowers, it rains and snows with lemon pop 
and hail is peppermint showers.” [Laughter] 

This may be rather a fanciful picture of the United 
States—[laughter]—but I fully agree with the boy when 
he goes on to say: “But once you’ve safely reached that 
land, you’ll never regret the voyage.” 

Thousands of Danes will agree with these lines, for 
especially during the latter half of the 19th century many 
Danes were among the millions of people who settled in 
the United States, attracted by the opportunities of the 
New World and the challenge of shaping a living for them- 
selves in a country where initiative and hard work were 
the great requirements and the prime virtues. That these 
Danes dared and succeeded is the pride of their old 
country. 

During the turbulent times in Europe around the year 
1800 Denmark was among the first countries to establish 
diplomatic relations with the United States. Thus, this 
year the United States and Denmark have maintained 
unbroken diplomatic relations for 175 years. I believe that 
we are justified in boasting a longer relationship with the 
United States than any other country. A fruitful back- 
ground for that strong and intimate relationship which 
has been forged between our two governments and our 
peoples during more recent times and which is strength- 
ened by bonds both cultural and commercial and by our 
common membership of worldwide alliances and orga- 
nizations. 

I can assure you, Mr. President, that Denmark has not 
forgotten and never will forget the decisive contribution 
of the United States one generation ago in the confronta- 
tion with the forces that were about to destroy our democ- 
racy and our right to live in a society based on liberty and 
justice. Nor shall we forget the generosity of the United 
States when it came to the tremendous task of reconstruc- 
ting our economies in Western Europe. 

The formation of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza- 
tion in 1949 opened up an area for very close cooperation 
between Denmark and the United States based on our 
mutual security interests. The arrangement between our 
two countries with regard to Greenland is a specific expres- 
sion of our common interest in the security field. 

The alliance has given us the necessary background for 
attempts to establish a more secure and confident relation- 
ship between East and West. You have yourself, Mr. 
President, expressed your ideas about this relationship in 


your eloquent address at the Helsinki summit meeting last 
year. It is a major achievement of the Alliance to which 
your contribution is so vital that it has been possible to 
maintain peace in Europe since the end of the Second 
World War. 

In this long period of peace, new ideas for European 
cooperation have come up. In 1972 Denmark, the United 
Kingdom, and the Irish Republic decided to join the Com. 
munity, and Denmark, together with our eight fellow 
members, is now striving to develop this Community 
which vitally affects all aspects of life in our society. 

In Denmark, we are convinced that the construction of 
Europe is of importance not only to the members of the 
European Community, and that the traditional close rela- 
tions between the United States and Europe will continue 
and develop further as part of a greater pattern involving 
all countries of the world. This is but one of the ways of 
practical international cooperation, and one of the ways in 
which the interdependence of all countries may be realized 
and greater stability and peace achieved. 

In former times people went to America to settle and 
only came back on brief visits if at all, so that what we 
knew about the American way of life was sketchy and 
often inaccurate. In more recent times, however, more and 
more young people have been to the United States to study 
and have brought back new ideas and fresh knowledge 
which they have put to good use and which has been in- 
strumental in rebuilding Europe since the war. 

It would be difficult to imagine where Danish science, 
business, and industry would be today, were it not for the 
contribution of that generation of young people who re- 
ceived a large part of their training in the United States. 

I hope and believe that the warm friendship between 
our two countries will endure and that this Bicentennial 
Year will be yet another link in the long chain of years 
through which the good relationship between Denmark 
and the United States has existed. 

The Prince joins me when I raise my glass in honor of 
the President of the United States of America and Mrs. 
Ford, for the friendship between our two countries, and 
for the prosperity and happiness of the people of the 
United States. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m. in the State Dining Room 
at the White House. 


Veterans Administration Hospitals 


Statement by the President on Plans for the 
Construction of Eight Replacement Hospitals. 
May I1, 1976 


We owe our veterans the finest in the way of medical 
care. One of my first acts as President was to consider 
the Quality of Care Survey which made recommenda- 
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tions for improvement in the Veterans Administration 
medical care systems, and I am pleased that in the last 
2 years we have been able to implement those recom- 
mendations. I have asked in my last two budget submis- 
sions for approximately 9,000 new staff positions for the 
medical care program of the Veterans Administration, 
and I have also asked for over $600 million for needed 
repairs and construction to assure the safety and quality 
of VA facilities. My 1977 budget request of over $4 bil- 
lion for VA medical care activities was a record high for 
the system. 

I have considered the recommendations of Adminis- 
trator of Veterans Affairs, Richard Roudebush, on an- 
other important step in our effort to provide quality 
medical care to our veterans—the construction of eight 
major replacement hospitals throughout the country. The 
eight proposed facilities have been the subject of a series 
of planning studies conducted by independent contrac- 
tors. These studies were undertaken in response to a con- 
gressional expression that hospitals be built and were 
subsequently reviewed by the Administrator who gave 
me his recommendations as to the relative priority to be 
assigned to the construction of each proposed new 
hospital. 

I have today advised the Administrator of my decision 
to proceed immediately to provide design funds for all 
eight hospitals. I will also seek construction funds in fiscal 
year 1977 for the two projects assigned the highest prior- 
ity by the Administrator—Richmond, Virginia, and Bay 
Pines, Florida. To implement this decision, I will shortly 
ask the Congress to provide an additional $249 million 
above my previous budget request for VA construction. 

I have also decided to seek construction funds for the 
other six replacement hospitals at the rate of two a year 
for the succeeding 3 fiscal years. These projects would 
be funded in accordance with the VA’s priority ranking. 
In addition to Richmond and Bay Pines, the other loca- 
tions are Martinsburg, West Virginia; Portland, Oregon; 
Seattle, Washington; Little Rock, Arkansas; Baltimore, 
Maryland; and Camden, New Jersey. 

My actions today do not include decisions on construc- 
tion details and the number of beds at each facility. These 
decisions will be made after further review and analysis. 

Over one million people are served annually by Vet- 
erans Administration hospitals, nursing homes, and domi- 
ciliary facilities. They deserve to continue to receive care 
of the highest quality and the latest in medical research. 
This requires adequate hospital facilities. The actions I 
am announcing today reflect my commitment that the 
Nation’s veterans be assured of the finest in quality medi- 
cal care. 


Federal Election Campaign Act 
Amendments of 1976 


Statement by the President on Signing S. 3065 Into 
Law. May 11,1976 


After extensive consultation and review, I have decided 
that the Federal Campaign Act Amendments of 1976 
warrant my signature. 

I am therefore signing those amendments into law 
this afternoon. I will also be submitting to the Senate 
for its advice and consent the nominations of six persons 
to serve as members of the reconstituted Commission. 

Shortly after the Supreme Court ruled on January 30 
that the Federal Election Commission was invalid as then 
constituted, I made it clear that I favored a simple re- 
constitution of the Commission because efforts to amend 
and reform the law could cause massive confusion in 
election campaigns that had already started. 

The Congress, however, was unwilling to accept my 
straightforward proposal and instead became bogged 
down in a controversy that has now extended for more 
than 3 months. 

In the process, efforts were made to add several pro- 
visions to the law which I thought were thoroughly objec- 
tionable. These suggested provisions would have further 
tipped the balance of political power to a single party and 
to a single element within that party. I could not accept 
those provisions under any circumstances and I so com- 
municated my views to various Members of the Congress. 

Since that time, to my gratification, those features of 
the bill have been modified so as to avoid in large meas- 
ure the objections I had raised. 

Weighing the merits of this legislation, I have found 
that the amendments as now drafted command wide- 
spread, bipartisan support in both Houses of Congress 
and by the chairpersons of both the Republican National 
Committee and the Democratic National Committee. 

I still have serious reservations about certain aspects of 
the present amendments. For one thing, the bill as pres- 
ently written will require that the Commission take addi- 
tional time to consider the effects which the present 
amendments will have on its previously issued opinions 
and regulations. 

A more fundamental concern is that these amendments 
jeopardize the independence of the Federal Election Com- 
mission by permitting either House of Congress to veto 
regulations which the Commission, as an Executive 
agency, issues. This provision not only circumvents the 
original intent of campaign reform but, in my opinion, 
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violates the Constitution. I have therefore directed the 
Attorney General to challenge the constitutionality of this 
provision at the earliest possible opportunity. 

Recognizing these weaknesses in the bill, I have never- 
theless concluded that it is in the best interest of the Nation 
that I sign this legislation. Considerable effort has been 
expended by members of both parties to make this bill as 
fair and balanced as possible. Moreover, further delay 
would undermine the fair and proper conduct of elections 
this year for seats in the U.S. Senate, the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and for the Presidency. 


Effective regulation of campaign practices depends 
upon the existence of a Commission with valid rulemaking 
and enforcement powers. It is critical that we maintain 
the integrity of our election process for all Federal offices 
so that all candidates and their respective supporters and 
contributors are bound by enforceable laws and regula- 
tions which are designed to control questionable and 
unfair campaign practices. 

I look to the Commission, as soon as it is reappointed, 
to do an effective job of administering the campaign laws 
equitably but forcefully, and in a manner that minimizes 
the confusion which is caused by the added complexity of 
the present amendments. In this regard, the Commission 
will be aided by a newly provided civil enforcement 
mechanism sufficiently flexible to facilitate voluntary com- 
pliance through conciliation agreements and, where neces- 
sary, penalize noncompliance through means of civil fines. 

In addition, the new legislation refines the provisions 
intended to control the size of contributions from a single 
source by avoiding proliferation of political action com- 
mittees which are under common control. Also, this law 
strengthens provisions for reporting money spent on cam- 
paigns by requiring disclosure of previously unreported 
costs of partisan communications which are intended to 
affect the outcome of Federal elections. 

Following the 1976 elections, I will submit to the Con- 
gress legislation that will correct problems created by the 
present laws and make additional needed reforms in the 
election process. 

NOTE: As enacted, the Federal Election Campaign Act Amend- 


ments of 1976 (S. 3065) is Public Law 94-283, approved May 11, 
1976. 


Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Improvements Act of 1976 


Statement by the President on Signing S. 644 Into Law. 
May 12, 1976 


The Consumer Product Safety Commission was estab- 
lished in 1974 to protect consumers from unreasonable 


risk of injury from the use of hazardous products. Today, 
I have signed S. 644, a bill which will enable the Com. 
mission to more effectively carry out this important 
mandate. 

The Consumer Product Safety Commission Improve. 
ments Act of 1976 expands the Commission’s authority 
by permitting the issuance of preliminary injunctions to 
prohibit distribution of products which present a substan- 
tial hazard and by establishing new procedures and time. 
tables within which consumer safety standards must be 
promulgated. 

Further, the act authorizes Federal preemption of State 
product safety laws in certain enumerated circumstances, 
This will not only guarantee that consumers have ade- 
quate protection, but will free industry from the costly 
burden of attempting to comply with a bewildering patch- 
work of State and local safety standards. 

If consumer product regulation is to have real meaning, 
adequate tools must be provided the Commission respon- 
sible for protecting the American consumer. The act I 
have signed provides such tools. 

NoTE: As enacted, the Consumer Product Safety Commission Im- 


provements Act of 1976 (S. 644) is Public Law 94-284, approved 
May 11, 1976. 


Department of State 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Philip C. Habib To Be Under Secretary for Political 
Affairs. May 12,1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Philip C. Habib, of San Francisco, Calif., a Foreign 
Service Officer of the Class of Career Minister, to be Un- 
der Secretary of State for Political Affairs. He will succeed 
Joseph John Sisco, who resigned effective July 1976, at 
which time he becomes President of American Univer- 
sity. Mr. Habib has been Assistant Secretary of State for 
East Asian and Pacific Affairs since September 1974. 

Born on February 25, 1920, in Brooklyn, N.Y., Ambas- 
sador Habib received his B.S. degree from the University 
of Idaho in 1942. He attended the University of Paris 
during 1942 and received his Ph. D. in 1952 from the 
University of California, After serving in the United 
States Army from 1942 to 1946, he became a teaching 
assistant at the University of California in 1947. 

While serving as a career Foreign Service Officer, 
Ambassador Habib was an Assistant Agricultural At- 
taché, an Economic Analyst and, in 1960 to 1961, he 
served as the Officer-in-Charge for Under-Developed 
Areas in the Office of the Under Secretary’s Special As- 
sistant for Communist Economic Affairs. In 1967, he was 
a Political Officer, Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Af 
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fairs, and from 1967 to 1969, he was Deputy Assistant 
Secretary, Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs. From 
1969 to 1971, he was Senior Advisor, with the personal 
rank of Ambassador, to the United States Delegation at 
the Paris meetings on Vietnam. He served as Ambas- 
sador to Korea from 1971 to 1974. 

Ambassador Habib is married to the former Marjorie 
W. Shlightham, and they have two children, Phyllis and 
Susan. 


Department of State 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Arthur W. Hummel, Jr., To Be Assistant Secretary for 
East Asian and Pacific Affairs. May 12, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Arthur W. Hummel, Jr., of Chevy Chase, Md., a 
Foreign Service Officer of the Class of Career Minister, 
to be an Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and 
Pacific Affairs. He will succeed Philip C. Habib, who is 
being nominated to be Under Secretary of State for Polit- 
ical Affairs. Mr. Hummel has been Ambassador to 
Ethiopia since 1975. 

Born June 1, 1920, in China, of American parents, 
Ambassador Hummel attended Antioch College from 
1937 to 1939 and the College of Chinese Studies in Peking 
from 1940 to 1941. He received a master of arts degree in 
Chinese (Phi Beta Kappa) from the University of Chi- 
cago, which he attended from 1947 to 1949. 

Between 1938 and 1941, Ambassador Hummel worked 
successively as a hospital orderly, a salesman, and a labo- 
ratory assistant. He was teaching English in Peking, 
China, from 1940 to December 8, 1941, when he was 
interned by the Japanese. He escaped from the internment 
camp in 1944 and joined a unit of Chinese guerrillas, 
which he remained with in Eastern China until V—J Day, 
1945. In 1945 and 1946, he worked as a Liaison Officer 
at Tientsin, China, for the United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Administration. Also in 1946, he was a 
staff lecturer in New York City for United Service to 
China until 1947, when he entered the University of 
Chicago Graduate School. 

Ambassador Hummel began his career with the 
Department of State in 1950 as a Foreign Affairs Officer. 
In 1952, he went to Hong Kong as Public Affairs Officer, 
and in 1955 he was transferred to Tokyo as the Deputy 
Public Affairs Officer. From 1957 to 1960, Ambassador 
Hummel served at Rangoon as Country Public Affairs 
Officer. He returned to Washington in 1960, and after at- 
tending the National War College was assigned as Deputy 
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Director of the Voice of America. He served as Deputy 
Assistant Secretary in the Bureau of Educational and Cul- 
tural Affairs from 1963 to 1965, when he went to Taipei 
as Deputy Chief of Mission. From 1968 to 1971, he served 
as Ambassador to Burma. He was Deputy Assistant Sec- 
retary, Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs, begin- 
ning in 1971. 

Ambassador Hummel is married to the former Betty 
Firstenberger. 


Department of State 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
William D. Rogers To Be Under Secretary for 
Economic Affairs. May 12, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate William D. Rogers, of Great Falls, Va., to be Under 
Secretary of State for Economic Affairs. He will succeed 
Charles Robinson, who was appointed Deputy Secretary 
of State on April 7, 1976. Mr. Rogers has been Assistant 
Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs since Octo- 
ber 1974. 

Born on May 12, 1927, in Wilmington, Del., Mr. 
Rogers received his A.B. degree from Princeton Univer- 
sity in 1948 and his LL.B. from Yale University in 1951. 

Mr. Rogers was admitted to the District of Columbia 
Bar in 1953 and joined the firm of Arnold, Fortas and 
Porter, of Washington, D.C., that year as a partner. He 
served as Special Deputy Attorney General of Hawaii, 
1960-62; Special Counsel, United States Coordinator, 
Alliance for Progress, 1962-63; Deputy United States 
Coordinator for Alliance for Progress and also Deputy 
Assistant Administrator, Agency for International De- 
velopment, 1963-65. He becme a partner in the firm of 
Arnold and Porter in 1965. 

In addition, Mr. Rogers was Alternate United States 
Representative to the Inter-American Economic and So- 
cial Council, 1964—65, and president, Center for Inter- 
American Relations, New York City, 1965-70. He re- 
ceived the Distinguished Honor Award from the Agency 
for International Development in 1965 and is author of 
“The Twilight Struggle”. 

Mr. Rogers was a fellow in the Hudson Institute, a 
member of the American Society of International Law, 
serving as president, 1972-74, member of the Procedural 
Aspects of International Law Institute, serving as secre- 
tary-treasurer, and member of the Council on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. Rogers is married to the former Suzanne Rochford, 
and they have two children. 
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Department of State 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Harry W. Shlaudeman To Be Assistant Secretary for 
Inter-American Affairs. May 12, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Harry W. Shlaudeman, of San Marino, Calif., to be 
an Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American Af- 
fairs. He will succeed William D. Rogers, who is being 
nominated to be Under Secretary of State for Economic 
Affairs. Mr. Shlaudman has been Ambassador to Ven- 
ezuela since April, 1975. 

Born on April 17, 1926, in Los Angeles, Calif., Mr. 
Shlaudeman received his A.B. degree in 1952 from Stan- 
ford University. He served with the United States Marine 
Corps from 1944 to 1946 and held various positions in 
private industry during 1950 to 1954. 

In 1954, Mr. Shlaudeman joined the Foreign Service 
and was assigned as Consular Officer at Barranquilla. 
From 1956 to 1958, he was Political Officer at Bogota. 
He studied Bulgarian language and area training at the 
Foreign Service Institute from 1958 to 1959. He was 
Consular Officer at Sofia from 1959 to 1962, and from 
1962 to 1963 he was Political Officer at Santo Domingo. 
He served in the Department from 1963 to 1965 as Chief 
of Dominican Affairs and from 1965 to 1966 as Assistant 
Director of the Office of Caribbean Affairs. From 1966 
to 1967, he attended the senior seminar in foreign policy 
and was Special Assistant to the Secretary of State from 
1967 to 1969. From 1969 to 1973, he was Deputy Chief 
of Mission at Santiago. He was Deputy Assistant Secre- 
tary of State for Inter-American Affairs from 1973 to 
1975. 

Mr. Shlaudeman is married to the former Carol Dickey, 
and they have three children. 


United States Ambassador 
to Venezuela 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
VironP.Vaky. May 12,1976 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Viron P. Vaky, of Corpus Christi, Tex., a Foreign 
Service Officer of the Class of Career Minister, to be Am- 
bassador to the Republic of Venezuela. He will succeed 
Harry Shlaudeman, who is being reassigned. Mr. Vaky 
has been serving as Ambassador to Colombia since 1974. 

Born September 13, 1925, Ambassador Vaky received 
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his B.S. degree from Georgetown University in 1947 and 
has M.A. degree from the University of Chicago in 1948, 
He served in the United States Army from 1943 to 1946, 
He was appointed to the Foreign Service in 1949, and 
his first assignment was Administrative, Counsular, and 
Economic Officer in Guayaquil. From 1951 to 1955, he 
was Economic Officer in Buenos Aires. From 1955 to 
1958, he was Argentine Desk Officer at the State Depart. 
ment, and in 1958 and 1959, he was an Information Spe- 
cialist in the Bureau of Inter-American Affairs. In 1959, 
he was named Chief of the Political Section in Bogota, Co- 
lombia, and served in that post until 1967. In 1967 and 
1968, he was a member of the Planning and Coordination 
Staff at the State Department, and in 1968, he was named 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American 
Affairs, a post he held until 1970. In 1969 and 1970, he 
was a member of the National Security Council staff. 
During 1970 and 1971, he was Diplomat-in-Residence at 
Georgetown University. In 1972, he was appointed Am- 
bassador to Costa Rica, serving in that post until 1974. 

Ambassador Vaky is married to the former Luann 
Colburn. 


United States Ambassador 
to Colombia 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 


Phillip V. Sanchez. May 12, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Phillip V. Sanchez, of Fresno, Calif., to be Ambas- 
sador to Colombia. He will succeed Viron V. Vaky, who 
is being reassigned. Mr. Sanchez has been serving as 
Ambassador to Honduras since 1973. 

Born July 28, 1929, Ambassador Sanchez received his 
B.A. in 1953 from Fresno State College and an M.A. from 
Fresno State University. From 1956 to 1962, he was an 
administrative analyst, Fresno County government, Cali- 
fornia. He served as administrator, Fresno County, Calif,, 
from 1962 to 1971. In May 1971, he was named Assistant 
Director of the Office of Economic Opportunity for Op- 
erations, and from September 1971 to May 1973, he was 
Director of the Office of Economic Opportunity. On 
May 30, 1973, he was appointed Ambassador to 
Honduras. 

He was named one of California’s “Five Outstanding 
Young Men” by the Junior Chamber of Commerce in 
1963. 

Ambassador Sanchez is married to the former Juanita 
Martinez, and they have four children. 
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Defense-Related Programs of the 
Energy Research and Development 
Administration 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
aReport on the Programs. May 12, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In response to the requirements of Section 307(b) of 
the Energy Reorganization Act of 1974, I am pleased to 
transmit a comprehensive report concerning the desir- 
ability and feasibility of transferring ERDA’s defense- 
related programs to the Department of Defense or other 
federal agencies. The recommendations of the Secretary 
of Defense and the Administrator of the Energy Research 
and Development Administration are also included with 
the report. . 

I agree with the judgments of the Administrator and 
the Secretary and support their recommendations that 
ERDA retain its current responsibilities for funding and 
management of the defense-related programs. I have 
noted the recommendations with respect to the establish- 
ment of separate budget planning ceilings for ERDA en- 
ergy and defense-related activities. I will consider these 
recommendations in developing my future budgets. 

I agree with the recommendations of the Administrator 
and the Secretary that the Department of Defense should 
revise its nuclear weapons budget and cost reporting sub- 
missions to Congress to specify separately the ERDA costs 
associated with each new nuclear weapon or nuclear 
weapons system. 

This segregation of costs will make clear to the Congress 
and to the public the total requirements for national de- 
fense purposes. I also agree that it is desirable to review 
the funding and management arrangements for the 
ERDA defense-related programs after two or three years 
of experience to see whether additional changes should 
be considered. 

GeERALp R. Forp 
The White House, 

May 12, 1976. 

NOTE: The report is entitled “Funding and Management Alterna- 
tives for ERDA Military Application and Restricted Data Func- 


tion—January 1976” (105 pp., together with an executive sum- 
mary and appendices A-I; A, B, C, classified). 


Detroit, Michigan 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
the Detroit-Wayne County Metropolitan Airport. 
May 12, 1976 


Tue PresieNnt. Let me make a statement or two, and 
then I will take several questions. First, I wish to thank 


Pete and Ranny and Bill McLaughlin. I also wish to thank 
Bob Griffin and the Republican delegation. 

I have spent most of my life in the great State of Mich- 
igan. I got my education here. I got started in politics here. 
The State of Michigan has been very, very good to me, 
and during the 21 months that I have been the President 
of the United States, I have sought to justify their faith in 
what they gave me during my lifetime. So, as I look back 
over the last 21 months, I think we have good reason to be 
proud of the record of the Ford administration. 

First, we have had peace, prosperity, and we have trust 
in the White House. As far as peace is concerned, we have 
achieved this, we are maintaining it and, I might add that 
no young person, no young man is faced with the draft or 
selective service. He has an option. And we are going to 
keep that strength. And we are going to keep the peace. 

Secondly, about a year ago, if I had been here in the 
State of Michigan, there was a great deal of gloom and 
despair because of the worst economic conditions in the 
last 40 years. Because we had the right policies, because 
we were firm, we didn’t panic, we are on a very, very 
surging boom. And all over this country, I find a restora- 
tion of confidence in the economic system that has been so 
good to so many Americans for the last 200 years. 

Then, 21 months ago, there had been a great loss of 
confidence in the White House and the institutions, and 
the net result was—as I was saying, 21 months ago there 
had been a great loss of confidence in the White House. 
There were scandals. The net result is that when I became 
President we first had to restore public trust. I think we 
have done that. 

So I would summarize the situation right today: that 
we have peace and we have prosperity and we have trust. 
And that is a good program, and that is the kind of a pro- 
gram the people of Michigan and, I think, the people 
throughout the United States will support not only in 
Kansas City, but also in November. 

I will be glad to take several questions. 

Q. Mr. President, do you think that you have a very 
good chance of winning in Michigan? 

THE Preswent. You bet I do. 

Q. Mr. President, what do you hope to do about a pos- 
sible crossover vote in the State by Wallace Democrats to 
Mr. Reagan? 

Tue Present. I want every person in the State of 
Michigan who identifies with my political philosophy, 
who believes in the program that I have outlined of peace, 
prosperity, and trust, to vote for me. I want every person 
who is registered in this State who can feel confidence in 
what we have done to vote for me, whether they call them- 
selves Republicans, Independents, or Democrats. 

Q. Mr. President, are you planning any changes in 
your campaign strategy? 

THE PRresmvENT. Not at all. We run a good, tight ship. 
And we believe that the program we have is a good one. 
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Let me refresh your memory a bit. I, early on, made the 
decision that I was going to enter every one of the pri- 
maries—some 30. I recognized at that time we would 
maybe lose a few, but I felt it was my responsibility to go 
to the American peopie;<he length and breadth of this 
country. I have, or I will. 

Now, in January or February of this year, there were a 
good many people who were saying that Jerry Ford would 
lose a couple of primaries and the whole ballgame would 
be over some time in February or March. Well, that didn’t 
happen. 

We knew that in the month of May there would be 
some disappointments—there have been—but we decided 
early that we were going to enter every primary. We were 
going to win enough delegates to go to Kansas City and 
win there, and that will be the outcome. 

Q. Thank you very much. 

THE Preswent. Thank you all very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. 


Bloomfield, Michigan 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With the Economic Club of Detroit. 
May 12, 1976 


Tue Preswent. Thank you very much, Governor Bill 
Milliken, and especially thank you for that very kind and 
very generous introduction, as well as your endorsement, 
and to you, Ray MacDonald and Russ Swaney, distin- 
guished members of the Michigan congressional delega- 
tion, Bob Griffin, Congressman Al Cederberg, your own 
Congressman Bill Broomfield, Congressman Marv Esch, 
Bill Seidman from my staff—many of you know him— 
and, of course, Bishop Coleman McGehee—he was not 
only the pastor of the Ford family in Alexandria, Vir- 
ginia, for a number of years but he baptized two of our 
children so, so far they have done all right, Coleman: 

If my memory is correct, this is my 10th trip home to 
Michigan since I became President, and my 4th to the 
Detroit area. Obviously, I am deeply grateful for your 
very warm welcome. 

It is especially gratifying to have the opportnuity to 
participate again in this distinguished forum with so many 
of my old friends. I know from our previous meeting of 
the breadth of interest and wealth of ability that is repre- 
sented here on this occasion. I know you want in-depth 
understanding of various points of view of the complex is- 
sues affecting this great metropolitan area, our State, and 
our country. 

I know you share my concern for America’s security, 
our commerce, our responsible role in the leadership of the 


free world. I know, too, that you are doers, the kind of peo- 
ple who pay more attention to how somebody does his job 
than how deftly he criticizes his competitors, who value 
performance over glowing prospectus. So at the risk of 
some immodesty, I am going to talk a little about the job 
that I have been doing for almost 2 years. 

I want to answer as many of your questions as I possibly 
can but first, let me answer a very pointed but very prop- 
er question I have often asked myself: “Jerry Ford, why 
are you asking your fellow Americans and your fellow 
Michiganders to let you go on being President for the next 
4 years?” 

My answer is very simple: Because I have done a good 
job, and I am proud of it. Because I have turned a lot of 
bad things around, and we are going in the right direction. 
Because I want a mandate from Michigan and the Amer- 
ican people to finish that job. You know, much as I like 
to see new car sales going up, I just don’t think this is the 
time to trade in your reliable Ford for a flashier model. 

That is why I am heading into the second quarter of a 
campaign which will determine the direction our country 
will take in the next 4 years and, actually, for the future. 
I want to talk about that future, America’s economic fu- 
ture, in particular. But before looking ahead, consider for 
a moment where we were in the very first few weeks and 
months of my Presidency. Then, as you will recall, some 
well-known economists, labor, and political leaders were 
predicting that we were heading into a deep depression, 
that unemployment would soon exceed 10 percent, that 
only massive action by the Federal Government could 
avert calamity. 

Inflation had soared to an annual rate of over 12 per- 
cent. Interest rates had climbed steadily upward. And, 
most importantly, far too many Americans were laid off 
and could not find new jobs. Just about a year ago we hit 
the bottom of our worst recession in 40 years. Many in 
Congress and elsewhere were urging that we push the 
panic button. In the Congress, the economic downturn set 
off a clamor for huge emergency Federal subsidies, for 
more and bigger government programs and higher defi- 
cit government spending. 

But the prophets of doom were wrong, and I knew they 
were wrong. We did not panic. We resisted big spending 
schemes that would have caused larger Federal deficits 
and even more destructive inflation. We rejected the dis- 
proven techniques of the old politics; instead, we pursued 
a calm, steady policy to insure America’s economic health 
not for a month or for 6 weeks or 6 months, but for the 
long, long pull. 

We had faith that the American system of private en- 
terprise would regain its strength and, as a result, we meet 
today not in the gloom of a depression or a recession but 
in the full surge of economic recovery. Everything that is 
supposed to be going up is going up, and everything that 
is supposed to be going down is going down. Our great 
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free enterprise economic system is working, and let’s take 
aquick look at some of the indicators. 

The gross national product rose during the first quar- 
ter of this year at an annual rate of 71/2. percent. Total in- 
dustrial production for March of this year was 9.9 per- 
cent in real terms over the same month of 1975. The index 
of consumer confidence is double what it was a year ago. 
Consumer prices during the first quarter increased at the 
slowest rate in 31/4 years. During 1974, the annual rate of 
inflation stood at 12 percent. We have cut that by well 
over 50 percent. During the first 3 months of 1976, the 
annual inflation rate has been not 12 percent, not 6 per- 
cent, but under 3 percent, and that is progress by any 
score. 

Total employment has increased by 3,300,000 since 
the recession low of last year and now stands at an all-time 
high of 87,400,000, an increase of some 710,000 jobs in 
the past month alone. 

Unemployment is still far too high, particularly here in 
Michigan, but the most recent State unemployment in- 
surance figures show that unemployment in Michigan 
now is dropping faster than it is in the rest of the Nation. 
Nationally, the unemployment rate now is down to 7/2 
percent and unemployment among heads of households, 
male and female, is down to 5 percent. That is not good 
enough, but we are moving dramatically in the right di- 
rection. 

And finally, as you know, domestic automobile pro- 
duction is up by 51 percent over the comparable period 
of last year, 1 million more cars. Sales are up and Ameri- 
cans are buying more American made cars again. That 
means more American jobs, and that’s good news for 
Michigan and the whole economy. 

Our economic recovery was no accident. It just didn’t 
happen. You made it happen and the sound policies of 
my administration made it happen. From the very be- 
ginning, I forced the Congress to abandon or to severely 
cut back reckless Federal spending programs. One of my 
most important weapons is the veto. I vetoed 49 bills sent 
to me by the Congress and 42 of those vetoes have been 
sustained, saving the American taxpayer $13 billion. 

This was done with the great help of Senator Bob Grif- 
fin and his Republican and some Democratic colleagues 
in the House as well as in the Senate. That saving of $13 
billion averages out to almost $200 for every household, 
which my vetoes have saved, and there are plenty more 
of those vetoes where those 40-some have come from. 

Here is a legitimate question—where would the country 
be today if we had had a President in the last 21 months 
who had signed all of those bills into law? We would be 
in dire trouble. We are now engaged in a great national 
debate between our two great political parties and with- 
in them over the role of the government in the lives of 
individuals, how much government can or should do for 
the people, and how best to go about it. 


The Federal Government can create the economic cli- 
mate and the incentives to ensure continued recovery 
through changes in tax policy and other programs which 
encourage the creation of productive, permanent jobs 
in private industry, and that’s what I have done. Or the 
Congress, on the other hand, can vote more and more 
money for the Federal Government to create jobs itself. 
This is what the opposition proposes. Make-work pro- 
grams are a well-known throwback to the Great Depres- 
sion and, if adopted, they would substantially add to our 
Federal deficit and increase in inflationary load that each 
and every one of us must bear. 

The best place to examine the issue and to see the dif- 
ferences is in the two Federal budgets for fiscal year 1977; 
one proposed by the President and the other proposed by 
the Congress. This year, for the very first time, there is 
not one Federal budget recommendation but two—mine 
as President and the congressional budget to be adopted 
by the House and the Senate within the next few days. 
The differences in the two budgets tell a very vivid and 
dramatic story. They, the Congress, want to spend $413 
billion in the next 12 months, in the next fiscal year. I 
propose $395 billion, saving $18 billion in unneeded Fed- 
eral expenditures. Their budget, the congressional budget, 
being voted on in the House today, authorizes $454,200 
million in new long-term spending. Mine would hold 
this commitment to $431 billion, saving some $23 billion. 

Simply stated, my goal is the full restoration of the 
United States economy as the world’s most reliable engine 
for producing an ever-increasing standard of living and 
an economic climate in which every American who wants 
a job, who wants to work, can find a good job. 

But putting America back to work is not a job for the 
President alone or as a matter of fact for the Congress 
alone, though sometimes some Senators and some Con- 
gressmen seem to think they can abolish unemploment by 
passing new laws such as the deceptive and I think dan- 
gerous Humphrey-Hawkins bill now pending in the 
Congress. 

This bill is a classic example of the way the misguided 
majority in recent Congresses has tried to apply dis- 
credited remedies to our economy. The Humphrey-Haw- 
kins boondoggle would decree that unemployment must 
be no higher than 3 percent by the end of 4 years. If not 
enough private jobs are available, the Federal Govern- 
ment will make work. How much all of this would cost, 
how long such public payroll jobs would continue, what 
the added inflationary impact would be really defies any 
rational calculation. Never mind the law would get the 
Federal Government deeper and deeper into economic 
planning on a national scale unprecedented in America’s 
history. 

I am obviously against the Humphrey-Hawkins bill and 
all of the other schemes to give Washington more and 
more control over your lives. Instead, as an alternative 
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that I think makes a lot more sense, I have proposed tax 
reductions and other tax reforms to create more and better 
jobs in private industry. 

Some were enacted last year and are obviously work- 
ing, but others, such as tax incentives to stimulate invest- 
ment in new plants and equipment, are stalled in the 
Congress and should be acted upon quickly to help the 
job situation in hard-hit areas, such as we have here in 
the great State of Michigan. 

I have also recommended to Congress that starting 
July 1 of this year, we get an additional $10 billion tax 
cut, 75 percent of it going to individuals and 25 percent 
of it going to business to provide employment. As part 
of this tax reform package, I have proposed the personal 
exemption be raised from $750 to $1,000 for each indi- 
vidual Federal taxpayer. In addition, I want the estate 
tax exemption increased from $60,000 to $150,000 so 
small business owners and small farmers can have the 
opportunity again to pass their businesses or their farms 
along to the next generation. Such proposals, as we have 
analyzed it, will give middle-income taxpayers, who have 
been shortchanged in recent years, the kind of tax relief 
they both need and obviously deserve. 

As we work to ensure prosperity, it is essential to re- 
member that the American people want and demand the 
finest Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines that money 
can buy and they don’t want our unsurpassed power for 
peace to become a political football this year. In providing 
funds for new military weapons and national security 
needs, an area of the Federal budget that Congresses 
have systematically gutted by some $50 billion over the 
past decade, I am happy to report that the preliminary 
congressional figures are roughly the same as the record 
$114 billion defense budget that I submitted to the Con- 
gress in January of this year. 

In this area at least, Congress seems to be getting the 
message, probably because I threatened to veto any de- 
fense appropriation bill that was inadequate because of 
congressional reductions. In fact, if progress in some areas 
has been slower than it should have been since I became 
President, those who are critical should focus on the right 
target, some of the Members of the House as well as 
the Senate. 


When I say Congress, I mean of course the controlling 
majority of the Congress, not the responsible minority 
which includes members of both political parties who have 
stood with me for the principles of national security and 
deficit restraint. It is not Washington that is the problem, 
but the wrong people in Washington who are the problem. 

The majority of the present Congress are the problem 
in the economic field. By their own budget decisions, they 
have said that they want to spend $18 billion more next 
year than I have recommended. They have said that the 
American people cannot have instead the additional $10 
billion tax cut that I want to give them on July 1. This 


congressional majority has decided that they know much 
better how taxpayers’ money, that they have earned, 
should be spent to help the economy than the people who 
earned it. They, this majority in the Congress, are the 
problem. I have been trying to hold them back but the 
American people in this election will have an opportunity 
to help. 

The same congressional majority for almost a decade 
before I became President have been hacking away each 
year at the defense budget to pay for their favorite social 
programs. They went on cutting another $7 billion from 
the first defense budget that I submitted. Fortunately, it 
looks like we have turned them around, but, nevertheless, 
they are the problem. We are converting them, but the 
American people in this election will again have to help. 

Frankly, that is why I am in this race, why I want a 
mandate from the American people in 1976, why I want 
to be your President for the next 4 years. I seek election 
to the Presidency not for myself, but as the only way to 
insure the continuity of realistic, responsible policies that 
are right for America and, what is more, are being proven 
right every passing day. 

I want to maintain the peace that we now enjoy, ad- 
vance the prospects for peace among all nations, secure 
that peace through strength and perseverence, and make 
certain that legacy of peace continues for our children 
and our grandchildren. 

I want to continue the policies of reliance on the private 
economy, reduction of taxes, cutting back bureaucracy 
and useless regulation, and budgetary and spending re- 
straint that have brought us up from the depths of reces- 
sion to a sustained recovery, and to make certain that run- 
away inflation never again robs us or our loved ones of the 
rewards of honest work and lifetime savings. 

Finally, I want to finish the most important job that I 
have begun—the restoration of faith and trust in the 
Presidency itself. As I did not seek this office, neither shall 
I shirk it. 

I have always believed that truth is the glue that holds 
government together. I will tell the truth to the American 
people as I see it—promising no more than I can deliver 
and delivering everything that I promise. 

The executive branch of the Federal Government will 
be as honest, as open, and as candid as I can make it, and 
so will my campaign for the high office that I have the 
honor to hold. I run for President as I ran successfully 
13 times in Michigan on my record of performance— 
peace, prosperity, and trust are my record of perform- 
ance in the nearly 2 years since I became President. The 
reason I am in this race to stay is to ensure peace, pros 


perity, and trust for the future. 


The future really does not belong to us, it belongs to 
those who come after us. As we look back over 200 years 
as a nation, there is one thread that runs all the way 
through our history. We Americans come from many 
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lands, many races, and many religions. Our ancestors 
came here, or we came here to find freedom and justice, 
to escape oppression, to make new lives. What do-we all 
have in common? We know this—life will be better for 
our children than it was for us. Why do we know this? 
Because life for us has been better than it was for our 

nts. That has been true for every generation of Amer- 
icans and it will continue to be true as long as we make 
it true. 

I see an America once again tested in adversity—more 
sure of what we want to be and what we want our Nation 
to be or to become. I see an America certain, once again, 
that life will be better for our children than it was for us, 
and our children are also certain that their heads and 
hands and hearts can help make it so. 

I see a strong and confident America, secure in a 
strength that cannot alone be counted in megatons and 
rejoicing in riches that cannot be eroded by inflation or 
taxation. 

I see an America where life is valued for its quality as 
well as for its comfort, where the individual is inviolate 
in his constitutional rights, and where the government 
serves and the people rule. 

Thank you very much. 

Bill. 

QUESTIONS 


GoverNor MILuIkEN. Thank you very much, Mr. 
President. 

I have a series of questions which have been addressed 
to you by members of the Economic Club, and I will start 
reading those questions immediately. 


INCREASED ENERGY SUPPLIES 


The first one is, how can we best increase our supply of 
energy to lessen our dependence on foreign oil? 

THE Preswent. In the first place, we have to free the 
energy-producing portions of our economy from the kind 
of regulation and control that has been imposed on it for 
a number of years. 

In January, a year ago, I recommended the deregula- 
tion of all new natural gas. Unfortunately, the Congress 
has not done that although the Senate did pass an accept- 
able bill. We have to deregulate the exploration and de- 
velopment of crude oil in this country. We have on the 
statute books a law that will permit us to deregulate that 
industry domestically over a period of 40 months. It was 
not the legislation I wanted but it is the best we could get. 

We have to make some realistic appraisals and adjust- 
ments in how we use our coal more effectively and more 
efficiently. We have 300 years’, they tell me, supply of 
coal. We have got to increase it from 600 million tons to 
1,200 million tons by 1985. We have to spend research 
and development money on solar energy, on geothermal 
energy, and some of the other exotic fuels. And I am glad 
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to report to you that in these areas of research and develop- 
ment in the budget that I submitted for the next fiscal 
year, we increased the R & D money by over 35 percent. 

So we have to have a broad approach because every 
passing day our dependence on foreign oil becomes more: 
acute. In 1973, it was 31 or 32 percent. Today, 40 per- 
cent of the oil we use in this country comes from foreign 
sources, and it is going to get worse unless we do some- 
thing along the lines that I have recommended. 


RUBBER WORKERS STRIKE 


GovERNOR MILLIKEN. Here is a question I think of 
particular interest to us in Michigan. 

Will you invoke Taft-Hartley if the rubber strike shuts 
down one or more auto manufacturers for one week? 

Tue Preswent. The Taft-Hartley Act I support and, 
I might say parenthetically, I am completely opposed to 
the repeal of Section 14(b), but Taft-Hartley is a legisla- 
tive tool that is available. I do not think that at this stage 
the President of the United States should commit himself 
to what we might do if something happens. 

The rubber strike which has now gone on for what— 
3 weeks—they tell me there is roughly 3 weeks more or 
thereabouts of tires available for the American automobile 
plants. I can assure you that the Department of Labor, 
the Federal Mediation Service, are working on the prob- 
lem, but a comment saying yes in this situation, I think, 
would be more harmful than helpful in the negotiations 
that are going on at the present time. 


POSSIBLE DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEE 


GoveRNoR MILLIKEN. Who, in your opinion, will be 
the Democratic nominee for the Presidency? [Laughter] 

Tue Preswent. Well, better than a year ago I started 
campaigning for Hubert. [Laughter] But I became less 
and less confident of my competence as Jimmy Carter sort 
of swept the field. 

But what I understand developed in Nebraska yester- 
day, in Jimmy’s case, we might have a whole new ball 
game. So, depending on what happens in Maryland, 
where I am told by my Democratic friends Governor 
Brown might win and Carter lose, they could end up, as I 
suspected they might, with a brokered convention and 
Hubert, under those circumstances, I think, would emerge. 

He is a good friend of mine. We have totally different 
ideologies, as far as domestic matters are concerned, but 
a Ford-Humphrey contest would be a very healthy one for 
this country. 


REPUBLICAN VICE-PRESIDENTIAL RUNNING MATE 


GoveRNoR MILLIKEN. There are three questions, and 
I will quickly run through them because they relate to the 
same subject. 
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What specific attributes will you look for in selecting 
a Vice President? Do you look favorably on Senator 
Brooke as a Vice Presidential possibility? Would you con- 
sider having a woman as a running mate should you win 
the nomination? You can see some sentiment being ex- 
pressed out there. 

Tue Presipent. Governor Bill, the two names that 
have—well, the one name that has been mentioned, 
Senator Brooke, along with John Connally, Howard 
Baker, Bill Brock, a number of Republican Governors— 
they are all people of great competence and potential 
strength to build a ticket. I think it is very premature for 
me to indicate that I would lean this way or lean that 
way. There is plenty of time left between now and mid- 
August, and I think we are just fortunate that we have 
people like those that I have mentioned. 

Since the last question indicated would I be receptive 
to a woman on the ticket, I have been asked that ques- 
tion before and I have said that someone like the Secre- 
tary of HUD, Housing and Urban Development, Carla 
Hills, certainly on the basis of brains and ability and 
experience would be one that ought to be considered. But 
I don’t want to tilt one way or another at this point. We 
have got our own problems we better solve first. 
[Laughter] 

GoveRNOR MILLIKEN. Mr. President, Russ advises me 
that this is the last question. Two questions. [Laughter] 
We know who is in charge here, that is right. [Laughter] 

Tue Present. Can’t I be the good guy for a change? 

GoveRNor MILLIKEN. There will be two more ques- 
tions, Russ. 

MIDDLE EAST POLICY 


Will you please briefly define your Middle East policy? 

Tue PresipeNnt. The Middle East policy is aimed at 
following the UN Resolutions 242 and 338, which were 
agreed to by, I think, almost a unanimous vote in the 
United Nations a few years ago. Those two resolutions 
are the guidelines for the settlement of a long and con- 
troversial problem in the most volatile area of the world. 
It means that we have to have a permanent peace, we 
have to have readjustments in territory, we have to have 
the disavowal of military action. 

It will follow, of course, the two successive steps that 
this government, our government, has been involved in— 
first, the settlement of the Yom Kippur War and then the 
very major step of a few months ago when we were able 
to get an agreement between Egypt and Israel for the 
Sinai Agreement. This was a very important step, but it 
is not the final answer. We have to follow the guidelines, 
as I indicated, of Resolutions 242 and 338 in the United 
Nations. 


PRESIDENT FORD'S PRIORITY FOR THE UNITED STATES 


GOvERNOR MILLIKEN. And the final question, what do 
you consider your top priority for this country? 


Tue PresipvENT. Let me put it this way: The first cen. 
tury of our country was devoted to the establishment of a 
viable, working government, a great experiment in self. 
government by people. 

The second century of our country was a century of in- 
dustrial progress where America became the most power. 
ful industrial nation in the history of mankind. As we 
moved to the establishment of the kind of government that 
we have, that we love, and as we moved to become 
the most productive nation in the history of mankind, 
whether it is in industry or agriculture, almost inevitably 
we have found that we are the victims of mass govern- 
ment, mass industry, mass labor, mass education, maybe 
mass religion. 

I think the third century of this country ought to be 
focused on the rights of the individual, the individual in 
our next 100 years. And I would like to start the first 4 of 
it with emphasizing the rights of individuals, whether it is 
the right of the individual to participate to a greater de- 
gree in our economic system, the right of an individual to 
participate as an individual in education and religion pro- 
fessions. 

It seems to me as I travel around the country and 
meet many people such as you, this is the yearning that 
people have. And if I could make a contribution in that 
way for the next 4 years, kicking off the next century, that 
would mean more to me than anything else. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m. in the Exhibition Hall at 


the Roma Hall. Following the session, the President greeted mem- 
bers of the club in the Roman Room. 


Birmingham, Michigan 


The President’s Remarks at a Public Rally at 
Shain Park. May 12, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Congressman Bill Broom- 
field, Governor Milliken, former Governor Romney, Sen- 
ator Bob Griffin, distinguished Members of the House of 
Representatives, Mayor Staples but, more particularly, all 
of you wonderful people from the City of Birmingham 
and Oakland County: 

Thank you very, very much. You don’t know how nice 
it is to come back home on a beautiful day in May and to 
see so many wonderful people who are here because they 
want to hear a story about what we have done and what 
we are trying to do and what we intend to do in the next 
4 years. 

Let me just quickly refresh what we faced when, in 
August of 1974, I became President. This country had 
gone through some very serious economic times with in- 
flation up to 12 to 14 percent. We were on the brink of a 
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yety serious economic recession, the worst in 40 years. We 
were on the precipice of unemployment going up and 
employment going down. But the facts are that what we 
did was to restore confidence. What we did was not push 
the panic button but to have faith in the American people 
that, if we kept our cool in Washington, this country would 
tum around and be what it is today—on the uphill, on 
the real movement toward the kind of prosperity that we 
must have and will have. And we did it because of you. 

And then let me point out to you what we have done in 
that area. Employment is up 314 million more than last 
year. The last report showed that we had 87,400,000 peo- 
ple working in America—the highest figure in the history 
of the United States. 

And instead of 12- or 14-percent inflation, we have 
cut it over 50 percent. For the first 3 months of 1976, it’s 
less than 3 percent. So let me quickly summarize it. Every- 
thing that should be going up is going up, and everything 
that should be going down is going down. America is on 
the verge of a boom, and that’s what we want and that’s 
what we worked for. 

But let me quickly refresh your memory to what was 
the circumstance in August of 1974 as far as peace. Yes, 
after the trauma of 1973 and early ’74, our allies abroad 
were worried about the will and the resolution of the 
American people. Our adversaries were uncertain as to 
whether we were going to be weak or strong, and whether 
they could or should exploit the situation here at home. 
But what the Ford administration did was first, to re- 
store the faith of our allies in the strength of America and 
the resolution of 215 million Americans strong, deep be- 
levers in our form of government that is the best by any 
standards in the history of mankind. 

And let me say this as we move ahead. There have been 
some individuals who have attempted to downgrade this 
country’s capabilities in a military and diplomatic way. 
But what is the standard by which you judge the way we 
handle our foreign affairs and the way we handle our 
military capability? The objective of all of it is the achieve- 
ment and the maintenance of peace. And we have peace 
today. And I am proud to say to everyone of you, that I 
am the first President in 20 years who can go to the Ameri- 
can people seeking election or reelection, who can say 
that America is at peace. The fact that we are at peace is 
because we are strong and because we are resolute. And 
we are going to stay that way by strengthening our rela- 
tions with our allies and convincing our adversaries that 
America means what it says. 

But let us turn now to the last fact that I think we 
ought to take a look at. In August of 1974, there had heen 
a shocking series of scandals in the highest offices in our 
land, and the American people had lost a lot of confidence 
in their government. And the net result was we had to 
restore that confidence. 

The Ford administration has been open, it has been 
candid, it has been forthright. And I can look every 
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American in the eye and say that we have worked at the 
restoration of confidence and the strengthening of integ- 
rity in the White House. And I can be proud of the fact 
that as we travel around the country, people have faith 
in the path of integrity and honesty that this administra- 
tion has tread for the last 21 months. 

I have talked about the past, I have talked of where we 
are going, and the three main areas that it seems to me 
is how you should judge how you vote on next Tuesday— 
peace, prosperity, integrity or trust. 

But what we have to do is to make sure that those pol- 
icies are in our vision and will be our efforts for the next 
4 years. I can assure you that with your support on next 
Tuesday and with your support in November, we can con- 
tinue those high, strong resolutions that we have had of 
peace and prosperity and trust. 

But why do we want to do it? And I think that’s a good 
question with so many wonderful young people here this 
afternoon. It has been the tradition, it has been the heri- 
tage of America that we do things for those that follow. 
Our forefathers did it for us. They sacrificed and they 
made a better America for all of us. And those of you who 
can go to vote on next Tuesday, I think you ought to look 
at what you want for America for the next 4 years—-not 
for yourself, necessarily, but for these young people whose 
stake in the world is what you can strengthen and the 
opportunity for them which you can strengthen. 

I ask you on the basis of performance: the achievement 
and the maintenance of peace; prosperity; a progress out 
of a recession toward a healthy and prosperous economy ; 
and the restoration of trust in your Presidency—lI ask for 
your help and assistance—performance versus promises. 
And what we have done in 21 months we can do even 
better for you and yours in the next 4 years. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 5:30 p.m, 


Roseville, Michigan 


The President’s Remarks at a Public Rally at 
Macomb Mall. May 12, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Governor Bill Milliken, Sen- 
ator Bob Griffin, my former colleagues in the House of 
Representatives, distinguished guests, ladies and gentle- 
men: 

Gee, it’s great to be back home, and it’s wonderful to 
be in Macomb County. They told me that it would be 
great to come back home and see a few friends, but from 
the minute we landed until here, the warmth of the recep- 
tion and the enthusiasm is great. And let me tell you right 
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now, I won’t let you down for the next 4 years. 

Now in this campaign, we have heard a lot of rhetoric. 
We have had a lot of criticism. We have had a lot of 
quick fix answers. But let me tell you this: Jerry Ford 
calls them straight, and Jerry Ford isn’t going to promise 
you anything that he can’t produce and he will produce 
everything he promises. 

Now, let me talk about three things—peace, prosperity, 
and trust. 

As President of this United States, I am proud to 
be able to stand here and tell you that our country is at 
peace. We are at peace because we are strong, we are 
respected. And I can assure you that for the next 4 years, 
we are going to keep strong, we are going to keep at peace, 
and we are going to do it because we are respected. 

But let me talk for a minute now about prosperity. Let’s 
take just a minute to go back and find out what the cir- 
cumstances were when I became President, 21 months 
ago. We were experiencing 12- to 14-percent inflation. 
Do you know what it was the first 3 months of 1976? 
Under 3 percent. That’s a 75-percent cut. 

Shortly after I became President, we started on this 
unfortunate bandwagon of a recession. But let me tell you, 
in the last 12 months, because we have had the right 
policies, because we didn’t panic, because we did con- 
structive things, we are making real headway towards 
prosperity on a permanent, solid basis. And give me 4 
more years, and I will produce it for you. 

Now I know the great State of Michigan, which I love, 
and the people that I really feel close to have had a tough 
time the last 12 months. But you have had great leader- 
ship in Governor Bill Milliken; you have had a good con- 
gressional delegation headed by Senator Bob Griffin. And 
then let me tell you, because of their help and coopera- 
tion, I have been able to do some things that kept us on 
the track from the depth of that recession to where we are 
going uphill and where we added 710,000 more jobs in 
this country in the last month and 3,300,000 more jobs 
in the last year. And we are going to get a lot more for 
Michigan in the months ahead. 

But you know we have had a little trouble, or I have 
had, with some people down in Congress. When we 
started to go on this difficult economic situation there 
were some people in Congress that said, “Spend a lot of 
taxpayers’ money, add a lot of jobs to the Federal pay- 
roll, do all the things that might in the short run, but in 
the long run would be bad.” 

You know, they sent down 49 bills that I vetoed; 42 of 
those were sustained by Bob Griffin and some of the other 
people in the House of Representatives. We saved—iisten 
to this now—we saved the taxpayers of this country, by 
those 42 vetoes which have been sustained, $13 billion. 
And if the Congress sends any more of those big spending 
bills that will add just billions and billions and billions to 
the deficit, increase the probability of inflation, this Presi- 


dent will veto and veto and veto again and again and 
again. 

One other thing. You know, with that $13 billion that 
we saved by those vetoes over a period of 21 months, that 
saved the average family $200. So the Congress—the 
majority in the Congress, I should say—in my opinion, 
is finally learning a lesson, because they aren’t going to 
roll over me in the next few months and they won't do it 
in the next 4 years, either. 

But let me talk to you just a minute about trust. Let 
your mind go back to August of 1974. This country had 
gone through one terrible time. There was a loss of con- 
fidence in the Oval Office at the White House. There 
were scandals in the Government. People had lost faith 
in this great country of ours and people in high places. 

It wasn’t easy to go in there after taking the oath of 
office, but I said at the outset, and if you will remember, 
I said we were going to be open, we were going to be 
straightforward, we were going to call them as we saw 
them, we were going to be candid and forthright. I have 
kept that pledge to you, and we'll keep that pledge for 
the next 4 years, just as well. 

Now, as I look out through this audience and as I came 
in here from the outside, I saw some wonderful young 
people. And let me ask all of the parents here, what is 
our aim? What’s our objective? What are we trying to do 
as we grow older and as we find our years slipping by? 
I know what I’m doing, and I think I can look at every 
parent right here and say to him, each and every one of 
us want to make a better world for our children and our 
grandchildren. That’s what America is all about. 

And when our forefathers came, or even when some of 
us in this audience might have come from foreign lands 
to the United States of America, the country of freedom 
and opportunity, the net result is that we have developed 
in America the greatest melting pot, the greatest mixture 
of people from all lands in the history of mankind. 

There is an old saying, you know, that the beauty of 
Joseph’s coat is its many colors. The strength of the char- 
acter of America are the many people who come from 
many lands throughout this great world in which we live. 

The ethnic heritage, the ethnic churches, the wonder- 
ful dedication that we have to our families and our 
churches and our clubs and our organizations, our 
schools, that tie to the things that we have been brought 
up to do and to love and to learn and to work at—and 
when you put it all in the pot and mix it up, we come 
from many backgrounds with many heritages. But that’s 
what makes America the strong, powerful, kind, com- 
passionate nation that we are, and that’s why 215 million 
people can live in peace, can disagree, but still have that 
real depth of affection and love for America. 

And let me say, if you will give me 4 more years, I'll 
promise you to go from the problems we had in August 
to the heights that America has never seen in the past, 
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because that’s what I want, that’s what you want for your 
kids and my kids, and we can do it. I'll do it with your 
help. 

Thank you very, very much. 

You know, there is one thing I forgot to ask you. I need 
your votes next Tuesday. How many are going to vote 
for Jerry Ford? 

I see a Democrat for Ford, an Independent for Ford, 
and there are a couple of Republicans for Ford here. But 
let me say, this is a crusade and the chips are down for 
next Tuesday. I’m counting on you, and I won’t let you 
down. 


note: The President spoke at 9 p.m. 


Cabinet Committee for Drug 
Law Enforcement 


The President’s Memorandum on the Responsibilities of 
the Committee and the Designation of Its Members. 
Dated May 12, 1976. Released May 13, 1976 


MEMORANDUM FOR 

The Secretary of the Treasury 

The Attorney General 

The Secretary of Transportation 
SusjecT: Cabinet Committee for Drug Law 

Enforcement 

Drug abuse, particularly narcotics addiction, has 
reached crisis proportions in the United States. Current 
estimates are that as much as half of all street crime is 
committed by drug addicts to support their expensive and 
debilitating habits. The cumulative effect of drug abuse 
has been to diminish the quality and vitality of our com- 
munity life and to weaken the fabric of our nation. It is 
imperative, therefore, that Federal law enforcement efforts 
aimed at those who are responsible for distributing illicit 
drugs in our communities be as effective as possible. 

In my recent message to the Congress on drug abuse, I 
announced the establishment of a Cabinet Committee for 
Drug Law Enforcement, to have responsibility for over- 
sight and coordination of all Federal drug law enforce- 
ment activities. You are hereby appointed members of 
the Cabinet Committee, along with such other members 
as I may appoint from time to time. The Attorney Gen- 
eral shall serve as Chairman of the Cabinet Committee. 

_ The Cabinet Committee shall be supported by a Work- 
ing Group composed of personnel from each Federal de- 
partment and agency having drug law enforcement re- 
sponsibilities and the Office of Management and Budget. 
The Attorney General shall designate an Executive Direc- 
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tor of the Cabinet Committee, who shall be Chairman of 
the Working Group. 

The Cabinet Committee shall be responsible for the co- 
ordination of all policies and activities of the Federal gov- 
ernment relating to domestic drug law enforcement. To 
the maximum extent permitted by law, Federal depart- 
ments, agencies and offices shall cooperate with the Cab- 
inet Committee in carrying out its responsibilities. 

More specifically, the Cabinet Committee shall: 

(1) develop and implement the Federal strategy with 

respect to drug law enforcement; 

(2) assure proper coordination among Federal drug 
law enforcement programs, including the collec- 
tion, analysis and dissemination of enforcement in- 
telligence data; 

(3) assure that Federal enforcement resources are ef- 
fectively utilized; 

(4) assure proper coordination between the investiga- 
tive and prosecutorial arms of the government; 

(5) provide liaison between the Executive Branch and 
Congress, State and local governments and the 
public; 

(6) assure implementation of relevant recommenda- 
tions contained in the Domestic Council’s White 
Papers on Drug Abuse; 

(7) evaluate and make recommendations to improve 
Federal drug law enforcement programs; and 

(8) report progress to me on October 1, 1976, and 
periodically thereafter. 

In addition to the above on-going responsibilities, the 
Chairman of the Cabinet Committee, shall work closely 
with the Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare 
to develop plans for improving the coordination between 
law enforcement and drug abuse prevention, treatment 
and rehabilitation programs. 

GERALD R. Forp 
NOTE: The text of the memorandum was made available by the 


White House Press Office. It was not issued in the form of a White 
House press release. 


Cabinet Committee on Drug Abuse 
Prevention, Treatment 
and Rehabilitation 


The President’s Memorandum on the Responsibilities of 
the Committee and the Designation of Its Members. 
Dated May 12, 1976. Released May 13, 1976 


MEMORANDUM FOR 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Secretary of Labor 
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The Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare 
The Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs 


Supyect: Cabinet Committee on Drug Abuse Preven- 
tion, Treatment and Rehabilitation 

The need to provide humane and effective drug abuse 
prevention, treatment and rehabilitation services, to bal- 
ance our law enforcement efforts aimed at drug traffick- 
ers, has been clearly established. Given the magnitude of 
the drug abuse problem and its impact on the health and 
well-being of our nation, it is vitally important that the 
efforts of the various departments and agencies of the 
Federal government responsible for providing these serv- 
ices be integrated into an effective overall progrant: 

In my recent message to the Congress on drug abuse, 
I announced the establishment of a Cabinet Committee 
on Drug Abuse Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilita- 
tion, to have responsibility for oversight and coordination 
of all Federal activities in this area. You are hereby ap- 
pointed members of the Cabinet Committee, along with 
such other members as I may appoint from time to time. 
The Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare will 
serve as Chairman of the Cabinet Committee. 

The Cabinet Committee shall be supported by a Work- 
ing Group composed of personnel from each Federal de- 
partment and agency having drug abuse prevention, 
treatment or rehabilitation responsibility and the Office 
of Management and Budget. The Secretary of Health, 
Education, and Welfare shall designate an Executive Di- 
rector of the Cabinet Committee, who shall be Chairman 
of the Working Group. 

The Cabinet Committee shall be responsible for the 
coordination of all policies of the Federal government 
relating to the drug abuse prevention, treatment and reha- 
bilitation services, as well as related research activities. To 
the maximum extent permitted by law, Federal depart- 
ments, agencies and offices shall cooperate with the Cabi- 
net Committee in carrying out its responsibilities. 

More specifically, the Cabinet Committee shall: 

(1) develop and implement the Federal strategy with 
respect to drug treatment, rehabilitation, preven- 
tion and research; 

(2) assure proper coordination among Federal drug 
treatment and rehabilitation programs, including 
the collection, analysis and dissemination of 
information; 

(3) assure that Federal prevention, treatment and 
rehabilitation resources are effectively utilized ; 

(4) provide liaison between the Executive Branch and 
Congress, State and local governments and the 
public; 

(5) assure implementation of relevant recommenda- 
tions contained in the Domestic Council’s White 
Paper on Drug Abuse; 

(6) develop and monitor a plan for improving job 
opportunities for former addicts; 


: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 


(7) evaluate and make recommendations to improve 
Federal drug treatment and rehabilitation pro- 
grams; and 

(8) report progress to me on October 1, 1976, and 
periodically thereafter. 

In addition to the above on-going responsibilities, the 
Chairman of the Cabinet Committee, shall work closely 
with the Attorney General to develop plans for improving 
the coordination between law enforcement and drug 
abuse prevention, treatment and rehabilitation programs. 

GERALD R. Forp 
NOTE: The text of the memorandum was made available by the 


White House Press Office. It was not issued in the form of a White 
House press release. 


National Tennis Week, 1976 


Proclamation 4439. May 13, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

In slightly more than a decade, the sport of tennis has 
been transformed from an entertainment for relatively 
few to an enthusiasm of millions. 

What began in England at the estate of Major Walter 
Clopton Wingfield in 1873 as the modern game of tennis, 
has now blossomed in America as the physical fitness sport 
of over 20 million Americans. 

Last year, Tennis Week was recognized by twenty-seven 
governors and fifty-four mayors throughout our Nation. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
fourth week in June, 1976, as National Tennis Week. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this thirteenth day of May, in the year of our Lord nine- 
teen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundredth. 


GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:20 am, 
May 13, 1976] 


Council on Wage and Price Stability 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Council’s Sixth Quarterly Report. May 13, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with section 5 of the Council on Wage 
and Price Stability Act, as amended, I hereby transmit to 
the Congress the sixth quarterly report of the Council on 


Volume 12—Number 20 








Fer 





nd 


ly 
ng 


the 
ite 


en 
n. 
of 
he 


nd 
e- 
he 








Wage and Price Stability. This report contains a descrip- 
tion of the Council activities during the first quarter of 
1976 in monitoring both prices and wages in the private 
sector and various Federal Government activities that 
lead to higher costs and prices without creating commen- 
surate benefits. It discusses in some detail the Council’s 
studies of collective bargaining negotiations for 1976, 
bakery and cereal products, automobiles, coal and the 
postal service, as well as its filings before various Federal 
regulatory agencies. 

During the remainder of 1976, the Council on Wage 
and Price Stability will continue to play an important role 
in supplementing fiscal and monetary policies by calling 
public attention to wage and price developments or ac- 
tions by the Government that could be of concern to 
American consumers. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 

May 13, 1976. 
note: The report covering the period January through March 
1976 is entitled “Quarterly Report: April 1976—Council on Wage 


and Price Stability, Executive Office of the President, Washington, 
D.C., No. 6” (Government Printing Office, 47 pp.). 


Budget Deferrals 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
Two Deferrals. May 13, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the Impoundment Control Act of 
1974, I report two new deferrals. One of the deferrals— 
in the Department of the Interior—postpones obligation 
of $688,430 for design of a Bureau of Mines research 
center. The other deferral sets aside $500,000 to begin 
accruing an American Revolution Bicentennial Admin- 
istration scholarship escrow fund. 

The details of the deferrals are contained in the at- 
tached reports. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
May 13, 1976. 


Note: The attachments detailing the deferrals are printed in the 
Federal Register of May 17, 1976. 
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Agenda for Government Reform 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Proposed Agenda for Government Reform Act. 
May 13, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Our American economic system has been built upon 
individual initiative and freedom to strive to achieve our 
economic goals. In an increasingly complex society, how- 
ever, the role of government has been to assist in the search 
for solutions to our National problems. But in many cases, 
government imposed solutions have created new prob- 
lems and mandated excessive costs on our society. Over the 
years, we have departed from the reliance on individual 
initiative and consumer choice. We have expanded gov- 
ernment’s role and created a rigid system which has be- 
come less able to respond to changing conditions. 

The growth of government expanded rapidly in the 
Depression era. New government agencies were created 
to resolve our economic and social problems—to help re- 
duce unemployment, to stabilize financial markets, and to 
protect failing businesses. As a result of a proliferation of 
such government agencies since then—all designed to solve 
an increasing variety of problems—we have come to ex- 
pect the Federal Government to have all the answers— 
more and better housing—an efficient transportation sys- 
tem—improved health care—and equal opportunities in 
the job market. 

In our compassionate desire to solve urgent human 
problems, we have given the Federal Government the 
power to regulate more and more of our economy and our 
way of life. Over the years, regulation has been considered 
an inexpensive, easy answer to some very complex prob- 
lems. Now, we are beginning to realize how high the costs 
are of what appeared to be the easy solutions of the past. 

Federal programs and bureaucracies have grown 
geometrically. In the last fifteen years 236 departments, 
agencies, bureaus and commissions have been created 
while only 21 have been eliminated. Today we have more 
than a thousand different Federal programs, more than 
80 regulatory agencies, and more than 100,000 govern- 
ment workers whose primary responsibility is to regulate 
some aspect of our lives. 

My Administration has made the reform of govern- 
ment regulation one of its highest priorities. We have in- 
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itiated a national debate on the role that government regu- 
lation should play in our economy. In the past year, 
we have achieved the most significant and comprehensive 
progress toward reform in three decades. At the same time 
we have moved toward a more open and vigorous free 
market in which consumers have available a wider range 
of goods and services to choose from and where business- 
men have a greater opportunity to run their own busi 
nesses. 

For example: 

—We have reversed the trend to paperwork growth 
and reduced regulatory delays. 

—We have repealed the Federal fair trade laws which 
created artificially high consumer prices. 

—The Senate has passed the Financial Institutions Act 
which is the most sweeping reform of banking regulation 
in over 40 years. 

—wWe have increased civil and criminal penalties for 
antitrust violations to insure that competition flourishes. 

—We have interjected competition into the setting of 
stock brokerage fees for the first time since the major stock 
exchanges were established almost 200 years ago. 

—We have reduced the amount of ICC regulation of 
railroads for the first time since the creation of that agency 
in 1887, and have proposed comprehensive and long over- 
due reforms of airline and motor carrier regulation. 

These are important steps, but they are only a begin- 
ning. We need a better understanding of the combined 
effects of all government regulatory activities on our econ- 
omy and our lives. We need to eliminate contradictions 
and overlaps. We need to abolish outdated and unneces- 
sary regulation. We need to strengthen the effectiveness of 
Congressional oversight of government operations. 

To meet these needs, I am today submitting the Agenda 
for Government Reform Act which would establish a 
four-year action program to work toward these goals. It 
would produce comprehensive reforms to: 

—guarantee that government policies do not infringe 
unnecessarily on individual choice and initiative nor 
intervene needlessly in the market place. 

—find better ways to achieve our social goals at mini- 
mal economic cost. 

— insure that government policies and programs benefit 
the public interest rather than special interests. 

—assure that regulatory policies are equitably enforced. 

This legislation would require the President to develop 
legislative reform proposals by January 31 of each year, 
and Congress would be required to act upon them. Such a 
disciplined approach will help focus attention on major, 
yet often neglected, aspects of government activities. This 
Agenda will require the assessment of the cumulative im- 
pact of government actions on major sectors of the econ- 
omy and build a rational basis for more informed 
trade-offs between broad economic goals, such as more 
jobs and lower prices, and specific regulatory objectives, 


such as cleaner air and adequate rural services. And it 
will help identify the hidden costs imposed on the econ- 
omy by government regulation. 

This legislation is the product of joint Congressional 
and Executive branch interest in seeking long term solu- 
tions to our regulatory problems. Senators Charles Percy 
and Robert Byrd have been leaders in pressing for com- 
prehensive reforms. In the House of Representatives, 
Congresswoman Barbara Jordan and Congressman John 
Anderson have also introduced systematic reform legisla- 
tion. My legislation addresses similar concerns. I look for- 
ward to working with Congress to achieve our common 
goals. 

Let me stress that this new program must not delay 
reform efforts now underway. This new legislation is a 
complement not a substitute for the on-going administra- 
tive improvements and legislative proposals I have already 
announced. My Administration will continue to press for- 
ward with reduction of unnecessary and burdensome 
regulation and elimination of government-imposed paper- 
work and red tape. We will continue to make administra- 
tive improvements wherever possible, and to obtain con- 
gressional action on proposals for increased competition 
in regulated industries. 

This is an ambitious program. But I believe it is possible 
to make our regulatory system responsive to the concerns 
of all Americans. They demand and deserve nothing less. 
I ask the Congress to act quickly on this legislation so that 
together we may begin to create a legacy of economic 
prosperity for future generations. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
May 13, 1976. 


NOTE: A section-by-section analysis and a copy of the draft bill 
were also included with the release. 


American Retail Federation 


The President’s Remarks at the Federation’s Annual 
Meeting. May 13, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Mr. Secretary. 

I was hesitant about interrupting and I am sure you 
all understand, but I did want to say hello to all of you 
again and indicate the pleasure and privilege that I had 
in meeting with your group some time in the middle of 
March when I met with a number of you, at least, in the 
White House. 

I appreciate that you are giving the Secretary of Com- 
merce an opportunity to discuss with you some of the 
major problems that we feel that you face and that we 
want to try and solve. 
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It is my understanding, Mr. Secretary, that there was 
abriefing held this morning with those that are filling you 
in on the new deregulation proposal that we sent to the 
Congress an hour or so ago which, I believe, is a very 
far-reaching and could be, if the Congress will respond, 
avery effective way of really getting an honest-to-goodness 
review in a thorough and an objective and a proper way 
of the manner in which some of these regulatory agencies 
and commissions have operated. It is my observation that 
some of them have been going on and on and on. Like 
an old friend of mine up on the Hill used to say, “Going 
on and on like Tennyson’s brook.” [Laughter] 

So, I do hope that you will get an opportunity to get a 
very broad briefing, not only on regulatory reform, but 
the other matters that are of deep concern to you. 

I recall very vividly the discussion that we had con- 
cerning representation from your group on the Advisory 
Committee of Multilateral Trade Negotiations, and it was 
the thought that following our get-together that somebody 
from this organization itself should be with those that are 
advising our negotiators what they should or should not do. 

It is my understanding that Mr. Stanley Goodman of 
your organization, the May Corporation, is the person 
that will be your representative. I have had the privilege 
and pleasure of knowing Mr. Goodman, and I think that 
his selection wil! benefit us, help our negotiators, and 
immeasurably be beneficial to your industry, and I con- 
gratulate you. 

A final comment, if I may. The meeting that you at- 
tended in mid-March where we had an opportunity to 
sit down and talk is only indicative of the kind of meetings 
that we hold very frequently, very regularly in the White 
House. I was talking to Bill Baroody a day or two ago and 
I asked him for a summary of how many organizations, 
how many people actually of this kind had been able to 
sit down with the top people in the administration and 
the government and exchange views that might be very 
beneficial and very helpful on both sides. As I recall, Bill 
said that the number or organizations was around 100 
and some 15,000 people had come into the White House, 
sat down, told us their problems, indicated their concerns, 
and made recommendations as to what might and should 
be done. 

This, I think, is the way to approach the solution to the 
problems that we both have, and I welcome you back 
again some time I am sure during the next 4 years. 
[Laughter] It would not disappoint me if it was every year. 

So, I thank you for the opportunity to say a few words 
and I commend you to the wisdom and the experience 
and the fine job that Elliot Richardson has done. I think 
he is a great Cabinet member. I think you will find that he 
is an outstanding member of the team and an outstanding 
Secretary of Defense [Commerce]. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. 
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National Bicentennial Salute to 
Small Business 


The President’s Remarks at a Luncheon Honoring 
Small Business Men and Women. May 13, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Mitch, members of the Na- 
tional Advisory Council, honorees, distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentlemen: 

Let me second what was said by Dr. Paul. Tom Kleppe 
was an outstanding head of SBA. That is why I selected 
him to the Cabinet position of Secretary of Interior. But 
let me say without hesitation, reservation, or qualifica- 
tion, Mitch Kobelinski is doing a super job, and we are 
proud of him. And I know you will find him an outstand- 
ing person to work with. 

And may I specifically acknowledge and congratulate 
the honorees. It is a great tribute to what you have done. 
It is a great tribute to the small business aspects of our 
society, and I congratulate and commend each and every 
one of you. 

Obviously, it is a great honor and privilege for me to 
have the opportunity to participate in this Bicentennial 
Salute to Small Business. George Washington once wrote, 
“Let your discourse with men of business be short and 
comprehensive.” Like America, that advice is about 200 
years old, but I think it is still pretty good in 1976. 

In the earliest days of American history, small business- 
men and women were among the first to revolt against the 
tyranny and the oppression of a far away government. 
Seeking the freedom to control their own lives and eco- 
nomic destinies hundreds and hundreds of merchants and 
shopkeepers as well as craftsmen helped wage and win 
the fight for America’s independence. With that inde- 
pendence, small business has played a very major role in 
building America to the greatness in the two centuries that 
have followed. 

You account for 97 percent of all non-farm business 
in America, for nearly half the Nation’s gross national 
product, and nearly three-fifths of all non-farm private em- 
ployment. 

About 100 million Americans own, work on or work 
for small business throughout the Nation. And as I said in 
my Small Business Week proclamation earlier this year, 
small businesses are the cornerstone of the American 
economy. 

To insure that small business in America survives and 
thrives as it has in the past, I have proposed legislation to 
raise the estate tax exemption from $60,000 to $150,000, 
to stretch out the payments at low-interest rates over a 25- 
year period, and exempt from taxation the transfer of your 
businesses between husbands and wives. 

I know that we can work together, you as well as my- 
self, to convince the Congress of the absolute need and 
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necessity of affirmative action on that proposal by me in 
1976. Let’s get the job done. 

In addition, to obtain the capital that you need to grow 
and create the jobs in America, I have also proposed a re- 
tention of the $50,000 corporate surtax exemption, a 2 
percent reduction in the maximum corporate income tax 
rate and a 33 percent increase in the Small Business Ad- 
ministrator’s major loan guarantee program. As Mitch 
Kobelinski and others reported earlier this week, the ad- 
ministration on its own has developed, number one, a 
vigorous new small business export program; number 
two, a national secondary market program to tap new 
private sources of funds for small businesses, and a new 
partnership of government, small business, and education 
to do for small business what a similar partnership has 
done for agriculture in the last 100 years. 

And if I might say so to all of you, I am deeply grateful 
for the hard work, the sacrifice, the courage, the ingenu- 
ity, and the economic strength that each and every one of 
you and all of you collectively have contributed to Amer- 
ica. And this Bicentennial Salute to the small business 
men and women of America is certainly well-deserved and 
highly appreciated by all America. 

As we enter our third century, America is faced with a 
very fundamental choice of what kind of government and 
how much government we want. Like the patriots of 1776, 
we are concerned about the power of government, the 
power to tax, the power to spend, and the power to regu- 
late. For the past 40 years, since the darkest days of the 
Great Depression, those powers have been significantly on 
the increase. When economic or social problems have 
arisen, more and more people have turned more and more 
habitually to government for quick solutions. 

This growing reliance has, in turn, given the Federal 
Government more and more power to dictate how each of 
us must live and how each of us must work. In our haste 
to say the government ought to do something about that, 
we have allowed an enormous Federal bureaucracy to be 
established. 

Since President Dwight D. Eisenhower left office, 236 
departments, agencies, bureaus, commissions have been 
created and only 21 have been eliminated. We have more 
than 1,000 different Federal programs, more than 80 
regulatory agencies, and more than 100,000 government 
workers whose primary responsibility is to tell other 
Americans what the Congress has said they can and can- 
not do. 

But even with all of this control, or maybe in spite of it, 
government has more often proven to be clumsy and in- 
effective in meeting many of America’s most serious prob- 
lems. In fact, the rising cost and control of government 
has itself become one of America’s most serious problems. 
And I have been working on the solution to that problem 
for a long, long time—first in the Congress, then as Vice 
President, and now as your President, and I hope and 


trust that we can continue this job and finish it or make a 
lot of progress in the next 4 years. 

I think you know better than I that government costs 
have added to inflation and reduced the investment and 
purchasing power of businessmen as well as individuals, 
Government has developed an insatiable appetite for 
paper and redtape and it is choking the life out of free 
enterprise and individual initiative throughout the length 
and breadth of our country. 

Government reporting requirements cost—I couldn't 
believe it—small businessmen in America $18 billion a 
year with the teams of lawyers and accountants to help. 
Executives of large corporations may be able to cope with 
these reporting requirements. One oil company alone pays 
475 people to work full-time in preparing and filing gov- 
ernment reports. But small business executives—and this 
you know far better than I—must devote many working 
hours each day figuring out for themselves what each new 
government regulation may mean to their business. It is 
time you got back to working for your customers instead 
of the government. It is time the government minded its 
own business for a while and let you run yours. The simple 
fact is that government has grown too large, too powerful, 
too costly, too remote, and yet too deeply involved in the 
daily lives of the American people. 

Today as a part of the Bicentennial Salute to Small 
Business, I am issuing a declaration of independence from 
the needless regulations of the government, and I invite 
all of you to join me in a new struggle for freedom in 
America. 

In fact, the struggle has already begun. In the past year 
we have achieved the most significant reform in govern- 
ment regulations in three decades. At my urging, the 
Congress has passed several very important new laws 
which begin to reverse the trend of growing government 
interference. We have opened up the competition in the 
securities market for the first time since the major stock 
exchanges were established 200 years ago. We have re- 
duced the Interstate Commerce Commission’s regulation 
of railroads for the first time since the creation of that 
agency in 1887. We have increased civil and criminal 
penalties for antitrust violation to ensure that competition 
can flourish and that there is still freedom in the free enter- 
prise system. 

The Congress is now considering additional legislation 
that I proposed to reform regulations concerning airlines, 
the motor carrier industry, and financial institutions. In 
addition to these regulatory reforms, I have directed every 
agency of the Federal Government to reduce by at least 
10 percent the number of reporting forms that it produces 
and requires of the American people, and I have set a 
deadline of July 1. I got a progress report a couple of days 
ago which said that deadline will be met. And I can assure 
you it will or there will be some people who might hear a 
word or two. [Laughter] 
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But I add that this is only the beginning of a project 
that is long overdue. I have also met with the heads of in- 
dependent regulatory agencies and asked for their support 
in reducing unneeded and costly delays. The results are 
somewhat apparent. The Security [Securities] and Ex- 
change Commission used to take about a year to hand 
down opinions. It is now down to about 45 days and soon 
they tell me it will take 30 days. The Small Business Ad- 
ministration is launching a pilot program that will reduce 
the processing time for loan guarantees from a month or 
more to just 48 hours. Good luck, Mitch and Louie. 
[Laughter] We will check up on you. 

The Labor Department has reduced and simplified re- 
porting requirements for small business pension funds sav- 
ing the small businessman and the government nearly $1 
billion in yearly costs. 

A radio station in New Hampshire once paid $26 in 
postage just to mail an application to the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. Now that application has been 
reduced to one sheet of paper. That’s progress despite the 
increase in postal rates. [Laughter] 

And while it once took 6 to 8 weeks to get a license from 
the FCC to use a citizens band radio, today a temporary 
license may be obtained at the time of purchase. How do 
I know? I ask First Mama. [Laughter] 

Last Friday, I created temporary Presidential task 
forces to simplify and streamline government regulations 
beginning with the Federal Energy Administration and 
the Occupational Safety and Health Administration. The 
Congress has given these agencies a job to do but they 
can do that job without needlessly harassing the Ameri- 
can businessmen, and I intend to see that they do just 
that. 

If you have any suggestions on how to make these 
agencies work more effectively and more efficiently, the 
White House will certainly be more than welcome to re- 
ceive your recommendations. 

But all of us recognize that reducing paperwork and 
improving our regulatory practices really amount to only 
the treating of the symptoms of more fundamental prob- 
lems. We need to stop just scratching the surface, stop deal- 
ing in piecemeal approaches, stop merely moving agen- 
cies around or renaming them and, for a change, stop 
long enough to listen to what American business and 
labor and consumers have to say about things. 

What we need now is an agenda for action, a time- 
table for progress toward real reform. We cannot untangle 
40 years worth of bureaucratic redtape overnight, but we 
can at least set the process in motion. 

Because of the importance which I attach to the small 
business community and because you have sought these 
needed reforms so persistently and so vigorously, I am 
taking this occasion to announce that today I have sent 
to the Congress legislation which will force action on fun- 
damental regulatory reform in each of the next 4 years. 
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This legislation would require the President of the United 
States to analyze the benefits and the problems of Federal 
regulation and to make specific recommendations for 
reform to the Congress. It would give the Congress a bind- 
ing obligation and a very specific deadline to act on these 
proposals. 

For example, if this law were in force today and I rec- 
ommended, among other things, that OSHA, its inspec- 
tors be directed to give advice and assistance to your busi- 
ness rather than just handing out fines, the Congress could 
not bury those proposals, and they could not just talk 
them to death. 

Both the House and the Senate would be required to 
act on these proposals within 914 months. Furthermore, 
the bill calls upon the President to ask your advice on re- 
alistic reform, and because action is assured it will be 
worth the investment of your time as well as your thought. 

Here is the agenda. In 1977, we will develop compre- 
hensive reform proposals in transportation and agricul- 
ture; in 1978, mining, heavy manufacturing, and public 
utilities; in 1979, light manufacturing and construction; 
in 1980, communications, finance, insurance, and other 
service industries. 

This comprehensive review will have four major goals: 

—First, ensure that government policies do not in- 
fringe unnecessarily on individual choice, individual ini- 
tiative, or in the free marketplace. 

—Second, find better ways to achieve our valid eco- 
nomic health and safety standards at a minimal cost. 

—Third, ensure that government policies and govern- 
ment programs benefit the public interest rather than 
special interests. 

—Fourth, ensure that regulatory policies are equitably 
enforced. 

This legislation was born of a common concern for 
regulatory reform within the administration and the 
Congress. Senators Robert Byrd and Charles Percy and 
Representatives John Anderson and Barbara Jordan have 
been in the forefront in proposing regulatory reform, and 
I look forward to working with them to marshal broad bi- 
partisan support and, hopefully, swift enactment of this 
basic legislation. 

This new initiative is not in any way whatsoever in- 
tended to delay reforms on which we have every right 
to expect immediate action. My administration will con- 
tinue to reduce unnecessary and burdensome regulations, 
to cut back on paperwork and redtape, to make adminis- 
trative improvements wherever possible, and to get the 
Congress to act on reform legislation already submitted. 
These are ambitious programs, but I am certain that if 
America’s third century is to be the century of the individ- 
ual, we must take the first bold steps toward reducing the 
influence of government in our everyday lives and re- 
claiming that great freedom that is our most wonderful 
heritage. 
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As the proprietors of small business, you possess the 
traits of individual initiative, self-reliance, and creativity 
we prize so highly in America. Those traits have always 
been indispensable—indispensable as characteristics of a 
free and dynamic and forward-looking people. I believe 
these traits are still the dominant ones in America. If they 
are, then our third century can only be greater than the 
two glorious centuries that have gone before. 

Thank you very much. 


NnoTE: The President spoke at 1:52 p.m. at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. 

The luncheon was in honor of small business men and women 
award winners from the 50 States, Washington, D.C., and Puerto 
Rico. 


White House Fellows 


The President’s Remarks at a White House Reception 
for the Fellows. May 13, 1976 


Well, let me just welcome all of you on behalf of Betty 
and myself. We are delighted to have the White House 
Fellows alumni here and their spouses. I have had some 
experience with them over the years. Obviously, more 
recently, more intimately than I did when I was either 
Vice President or up on the Hill as the minority leader. 
I do see some familiar faces here, and I am delighted to 
see them as well as all of you. 

I was talking to Tom, asking him how long this pro- 
gram had actually been in operation, and I understand 
it goes back to 1965 with 170-some—Ton,, is it?—alumni. 
Tom was showing me how so many of you have spread 
out, assumed positions of responsibility in business, pro- 
fessions, as well as in government. And I know that if a 
catalog of all the places of great esteem and public serv- 
ice and otherwise—it would be a real foundation for a 
tremendous impact »n this country, both locally, at the 
State level, and federally, and an impact for good. 

I suspect there is a good cross section here of Demo- 
crats, Republicans, Independents. But all of you having 
gone through the experience of what goes on in the Fed- 
eral Government, whether it’s in the White House or in 
the many Departments, can really be missionaries for the 
215 million other Americans who I think want a better 
understanding of how it works. 

There is a, I think we all know, sort of an anti- 
Washington feeling, but a lot of it is unfair, not justified. 
And I think if you who have gone through it can explain, 
can be missionaries in trying to justify what we do well 
and to explain why we have some chores that are not 


really of our own asking—they are forced upon us—but 
at least you can explain in depth, because you have gone 
through it, what the trials and tribulations and the bur. 
dens are of trying to be responsible both in the execution 
of policy and the explanation of policy. 

The opportunity for people to come from the private 
sector into government and to go back, or those from one 
branch of the government to come into the White House 
and then go back to another department or agency or 
commission, I think, is a great opportunity in this cross- 
fertilization that is so necessary to improve not only our 
image, but our execution and the understanding of the 
processes of government and what we are seeking to do. 

We have five of your alumni working in the White 
House on my staff at the present time, and that’s not a 
bad percentage. [Laughter] We are, of course, delighted 
with all of them and the job that they do. And let me 
assure you, they are outstanding, as I am sure all of you 
are in your respective areas at the present time. 

Betty and I would like to wander around and say hello 
and meet some we haven’t met before. And then, like all 
of you know, at the White House there is always some- 
thing else we have to do. So if we slip out after a few 
minutes, I hope you will understand. 

In the meantime, would you please enjoy yourselves. 
And we look forward to seeing you next year and maybe 
a couple of years after that. [Laughter] 


NOTE: The President spoke at 5:58 p.m. in the State Dining Room 
at the White House. 


Ceiling on Federal Spending 


Statement by the President on the Spending Ceiling 
Resolution Adopted by the Congress. May 13, 1976 


The spending ceiling resolution adopted today by the 
Congress is $413.3 billion, nearly $18 billion more than 
I have recommended. The resolution fails to check growth 
in Federal spending. It fails to put us on the track toa 
balanced budget in 3 years. And it ignores the additional 
$10 billion tax cut I recommended for the American peo- 
ple. The individual appropriations actions the Congress 
must take to implement their spending ceiling must come 
to me for action. The Congress should be on notice that 
it is my intention to hold Federal spending to the lower 
limit I proposed. I will not be a willing partner to the risk 
of another round of double-digit inflation. I hope every- 
body realizes that this resolution does not come to the 
President for action. If it did, I would veto it. 
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American Jewish Committee 


The President’s Remarks at the Committee’s 
Annual Meeting. May 13, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Max, Mr. Winter, Your 
Excellencies, Members of the Congress, my associates in 
the executive branch of the Government, ladies and gen- 
flemen : 

May I express to you, Max, my deep appreciation for 

r very generous and kind remarks, and I hope and 
trust that I will have an opportunity for a long, long time 
to justify that faith. I thank you very, very much. 

I am really highly honored and greatly indebted to all 
of you to participate in the congratulations of the Ameri- 
can Jewish Committee on its 70th anniversary. 

As the Committee today celebrates its anniversary, we, 
all of us, are observing our Bicentennial. The Bicentennial 
rightfully addresses the Jewish contribution to America, 
along with other vital ingredients of our nationhood. The 
traditional Jewish concepts of justice, liberty, family, and 
citizenship are part and parcel of the American heritage. 

When America’s founders created this Republic 200 
years ago, they saw it as a promised land. They were in- 
spired by moral and ethical values of the Old Testament 
as well as by the teachings of Jesus. As we reaffirm Amer- 
ica’s traditional separation of church from state, we also 
honor the spirit of our Constitution which draws its moral 
philosophy from the Jewish-Christian heritage. Religious 
values are the foundation of the promise of America: the 
infinite value we place on each individual, the sanctity of 
human dignity, the commitment to human rights, and 
the firm belief in justice for all. 

America has grown great because America has the 
wisdom to invite diversity. Judaism and all other of our 
religions helped translate the basic credoes of religious 
faith into the principles and into rules that govern our 
daily lives. I am tonight especially mindful of the unique 
blending of the Jewish heritage with the multitude of 
diverse cultures of our country. I commend the work of 
the American Jewish Committee and the spirit with which 
you have translated Jewish concerns into concern for all 
humanity. We are proud to have an agency of the Amer- 
ican Jewish Committee co-sponsor a White House meet- 
ing on ethnic diversity and group identity next month. 

When 6 million Jews were so cruelly murdered in 
World War IT, the victim was not only the Jewish peo- 
ple, but civilization itself;,On my visit to the notorious 
Auschwitz concentration camp last summer, I saw the 
words vividly written, “never again.” This must apply 
to all genocide—either physical or cultural. 

The United States stands by the fundamental humani- 
tarian principle that people should be free to emigrate as 
they choose. A few years ago, we achieved a substantial 


increase in emigration from the Soviet Union. I will do 
my utmost to restore this emigration. It will be a complex 
problem and process in which the Congress and I, on this 
case, will have to work very, very closely together. But 
the doors were open before, and we must strive to re-open 
them now for the future. 

The realization of our mutual goals—advancement of 
political and spiritual freedom of all people—is a priority 
item on America’s conscience. The proclamation of liberty 
must be written not only in our Declaration of Independ- 
ence, but in our hearts, Yet, just as you cannot do all that 
must be done, neither can your government. Together, 
we must have a creative partnership—voluntary efforts 
such as those performed so brilliantly by the American 
Jewish Committee, combined with Federal and local au- 
thority and the willingness to act, to preserve, and to ex- 
tend the values that we all share. 

Two hundred years ago, there were relatively few Jews 
in America. Though small in number, they were great 
in spirit. They served in all capacities. George Washington 
turned to one patriot of Jewish faith, Haym Salomon, 
when the budget of the Continental Army was totally de- 
pleted. SMomon sacrificed his personal fortune and en- 
couraged others to join in financing the American Revolu- 
tion. In pursuing justice and liberty, he personified the 
finest qualities of American patriotism. 

In those early, early days, we benefited not only from 
our own patriots, but from outside assistance to establish 
and to maintain our independence. Today, the American 
people, regardless of religion, see justice in this Nation’s 
traditional and special relationship to a kindred nation in 
the Middle East—the State of Israel. 

Most of you know, I am sure, the first head of a for- 
eign government to visit the White House in this Bicen- 
tennial Year was Prime Minister Rabin of Israel. He paid 
homage to the shrine of our freedom in Philadelphia be- 
fore he came to our Nation’s Capital. 

The Israelis’ tribute to our Bicentennial demonstrates 
the basic values shared by America with Israel. Both na- 
tions were born in the face of armed opposition. Both 
nations are a haven for people fleeing persecution. Both 
nations find their vitality and their vision in a commitment 
to freedom and to democracy. Both nations share the 
courage and the determination to preserve their independ- 
ence and their security. 

Israel and the United States have an affinity not only 
for each other, but for basic principles of democratic self- 
government which distinguish these two nations from 
most other nations in today’s world. America must and 
America will pursue friendship with all nations, but this 
will never be done at the expense of America’s commit- 
ment to Israel. 

A strong Israel is essential to a stable peace in the 
Middle East. Our commitment to Israel will meet the test 
of American steadfastness and resolve. My administra- 
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tion will not be found wanting. The United States will 
continue to help Israel provide for her security. 

The funds which I have proposed to the Congress for 
the two budgets that I have submitted total over $4 bil- 
lion. I favor such aid because it is so clearly in the nation- 
al security interest of the United States and so essential 
to preserve and to promote peace in the Middle East. 
These figures speak far more eloquently than any words 
of my commitment to the survival and security of Israel. 

It is essential that we remain true to our commitments, 
not only for ourselves, but for all those who rely upon us. 
We must never lose the vision that has made our country 
a beacon to all who seek freedom. But our strength and 
our goals are to no avail if we lack the courage, the unity, 
and the will to utilize our strength in support of our 
friends. Without cohesiveness of purpose at home, our 
friends cannot really be protected nor our opponents long 
dissuaded from aggressive actions. 

My dedication to Israel’s future goes beyond its mili- 
tary needs to a far, far higher priority—the need for 
peace. We appreciate Israel’s dilemma in moving toward 
peace. Israel is asked to relinquish territory—a concrete 
and essentially irreversible step—in return for basically 
intangible political measures. But it is only in willingness 
to dare to exchange the tangible for the intangible that 
hostility can be ended and peace attained. 

I am very, very proud that my administration—that 
during this administration, I should say—the United 
States has seen a major and a very successful movement 
toward peace, prosperity, and trust abroad, as well as at 
home. Last September’s Sinai Agreement was a milestone 
on the road to peace that would have been inconceivable 
just a few years ago. I commend and I thank Israel’s bold 
and courageous decision. Israelis and Egyptians are no 
longer dying in the sands of the Sinai Peninsula. 

The peace process must continue without one-sided 
concessions, but with steady progress. Stalemate, stagna- 
tion create unacceptable risks of further conflict. The 
United States is dedicated to a just and lasting peace in 
the Middle East. We have worked over years unceasingly 
to that end; we shall continue to do so. Yet, in the final 
analysis, it is the parties to the dispute who must make 
peace a reality. 

The responsibilty to achieve that peace exists equally 
on all parties who must contribute, each in full measure, 
to the peacemaking process. America’s responsibility is to 
encourage both sides to end the state of war that has for 
far too long plagued the Middle East and threatened 
world peace. The 1973 war has had dangerous pclitical 
and economic repercussions throughout the world. It 
caused strains on our alliances and near-confrontation 
with one of our adversaries. The resulting oil embargo and 
drastic and unwarranted oil price increases caused severe 
problems of recession as well as inflation. 

I will continue, as all of my former colleagues in the 
Congress will do so, to work for peace in the Middle East. 


This is not only for the sake of the Israeli and Arab peo. 
ples, but for the well-being of all Americans and all hu. 
manity. The United States has demonstrated the strength 
of our free economy, as well as our faith and vision of the 
future. These qualities are characteristics of a kindred 
people, the people of Israel. Americans and Israelis haye 
both been inspired by moral aims. Indeed, my commit. 
ment to the security and to the future of Israel is based 
upon basic morality as well as enlightened self-interest, 
Our role in supporting Israel honors our own heritage. 

America remains the real hope for freedom throughout 
the world. We will remain the ultimate guarantor of 
Israel’s freedom. If we falter, there is no one to pick up the 
torch. If we withdraw ourselves, those who rely on the 
United States, those who gain their strength from us, are 
lost. 

But we will not falter; we will not withdraw. We will 
remain steadfast in our dedication to peace and to the 
survival of Israel. There may at times be differences be- 
tween America and Israel over the means to achieve 
mutual goals. But there has not and will not be any ero- 
sion of the fundamental American-Israeli friendship, nor 
will I forsake the goal of peace or the moral commitment 
to Israel which now I reaffirm. With that conviction, I 
tonight reiterate the words of George Washington to the 
Hebrew congregation of Newport, Rhode Island, two 
centuries ago. The Government of the United States will 
continue “to give to bigotry no sanction, to persecution, no 
assistance.” That is my goal worldwide, as it is at home. 

Thank you very, very much, 


NoTE: The President spoke at 8:55 p.m. at the Washington Hilton 
Hotel. 


Digest of Other 
-White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 

May?7 

The President left the White House in the afternoon for 
a trip to Nebraska and Missouri. 

Following his arrival at Offutt Air Force Base, Omaha, 
Nebr., the President motorcaded to the corner of 32nd 
and Woolworth Avenues, the site of the home in which 
he was born. The lot is being converted into a memorial 
park by James M. Paxson, and will be turned over to the 
city of Omaha when completed. 
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May 8 

While in Omaha, the President took part in a breakfast 
interview with the editorial board of the Omaha World 
Herald at the Holiday Inn. 

Following the dedication of the Harry S. Truman 
gatue, the President motorcaded to the Truman residence 
inIndependence, Mo., where he met with Margaret Tru- 
man Daniel and Mrs. Bess Truman. Following the visit, 
the President went to the Harry S. Truman Library and 
Museum. After placing a wreath at the former President’s 
gavesite in the Library Courtyard, the President toured 
the Library with Mr. and Mrs. Daniel, and then attended 
areception in the Museum Lobby. 

Prior to his departure for Washington, the President 
took part in an interview with the editorial boards of the 
Kansas City Star and the Kansas City Times at the Harry 
§. Truman Library and Museum. 


May 10 

Ambassador Francis E. Meloy, Jr., met with the Presi- 
dent at the White House prior to assuming his post as 
US. Ambassador to Lebanon. 

The President has accepted the resignation of Barbara 
M. White as Alternate Representative of the United States 
of America for Special Political Affairs in the United 
Nations, effective April 28, 1976. 

The President has acknowledged the departure of 
Victor B. Sheffer as member and Chairman of the Marine 
Mammal Commission upon the expiration of his term on 
May 13, 1976. 

The President met with Mary Louise Smith, Chair- 
woman of the Republican National Committee to receive 
her views on the long-range political effects on the two- 


party system of the proposed Federal Election Commis- 
sion legislation. 

U.S. Representative to the United Nations William W. 
Scranton met with the President to discuss matters before 
the United Nations. 

May 11 

The White House announced that Wilmer D. Mizell 
has resigned as Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Eco- 
nomic Development, effective May 10, 1976. 

The President hosted a reception at the White House 
for various Republican heritage group leaders. 


May 12 


Following his arrival at Detroit-Wayne County Metro- 
politan Airport, the President went to WX YZ-TV studios 
in Southfield, Mich., where he was interviewed by anchor- 
men John Kelly and Jac LeGoff. The President then 
went to the Conference Room and met with the editorial 
board of the Detroit Free Press. 

Early in the evening, the President toured the Van 
Dyke Chassie Plant of the Ford Motor Company. 

Following his remarks at Macomb Mall, the President 
visited the Macomb County GOP Headquarters in Mt. 
Clemens, Mich. After touring the headquarters, he greeted 
the phone bank workers. 

The President returned to the White House late in the 
evening. 

May 13 

The President held separate interviews at the White 
House with television stations in Cleveland, Memphis, 
and Cincinnati, which are part of a chain of TV stations 
owned by Scripps-Howard. 

The President met with a youth group from Everett, 
Wash., in the Rose Garden. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted May 10, 1976 


Rosemary L. Ginn, of Missouri, to be Ambas- 
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to Luxem- 
bourg. 

Ropert E. Futton, of Massachusetts, to be 
Administrator of the Social and Rehabili- 
tation Service, vice James S. Dwight, Jr., 
resigned. 


Submitted May 12, 1976 


Purp C. Hanis, of California, a Foreign Serv- 
ice Officer of the Class of Career Minister, 
to be Under Secretary of State for Political 
Affairs. 

Wir.1aM D. Rocers, of Virginia, to be Under 
Secretary of State for Economic Affairs. 
ArTHuR W. HuMMEL, JR., of Maryland, a For- 
eign Service Officer of the Class of Career 
Minister, to be an Assistant Secretary of 

State. 

Harry W. SHLAUDEMAN, of California, a For- 
eign Service Officer of Class one, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of State. 

PHILLIP V. SANCHEZ, of California, to be Am- 
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to 
Colombia. 

Vrron P. Vaxky, of Texas, a Foreign Service 
Officer of the Class of Career Minister, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to 
Venezuela. 

RosBeErT V. KEELEY, of Florida, a Foreign Serv- 
ice Officer of Class one, to be Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to Mauritius. 


PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved May 7, 1976 


GER. See ck... Public Law 94-281 
An act to amend further the Peace Corps 
Act. 


Approved May 11, 1976 


Os Public Law 94-282 
National Science and Technology Policy, 
Organization, and Priorities Act of 1976. 

2 RSPR EES a eS ae Public Law 94-284 
Consumer Product Safety Commission Im- 
provements Act of 1976. 

ES ee Public Law 94-283 
Federal Election Campaign Act Amend- 
ments of 1976. 


Approved May 12, 1976 


MR: 19078.s.n nti neosse Public Law 94-285 
An act to amend the Water Resources 
Planning Act (79 Stat. 244) as amended. 


Approved May 13, 1976 


SOE: BIE imecc aman ss wiemn Private Law 94-43 
An act to provide for the reinstatement 
and validation of United States oil and gas 
lease numbered U-0140571, and for other 
purposes. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributeg 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released May 7, 1976 


Advance text: remarks at the farm forum, 
Omaha, Nebr. 


Released May 8, 1976 


Advance text: remarks at commencement 
exercises at the University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln, Nebr. 

Advance text: remarks at dedication cere. 
monies of the Harry S. Truman statue, In- 
dependence, Mo. 


Released May 10, 1976 


Advance text: remarks at opening cere- 
monies of the Armed Forces Week exhibit 
at the Washington Monument. 


Reteased May 11, 1976 


Fact sheet: on the National Science and 
Technology Policy, Organization, and Pri- 
orities Act of 1976 

News conference: on the President’s meeting 
with the Republican congressional leader- 
ship to discuss the Federal Election Com- 
mission legislation—by Senator Ted 
Stevens and Representative Guy Vander 
Jagt 


Released May 12, 1976 


Advance text: remarks to the Economic Club 
of Detroit, Bloomfield, Mich. 


Released May 13, 1976 


News conference: on the President’s message 
to Congress proposing the Agenda for Gov- 
ernment Reform Act—by Elliot L. Richar- 
son, Secretary of Commerce, and Edward 
C. Schmults, Deputy Counsel! to the Presi- 
dent and Chairman of the Domestic Coun- 
cil Review Group on Regulatory Reform 

Fact sheet: on the proposed Agenda for Gov- 
ernment Reform Act 

Advance text: remarks at the “National Bi- 
centennial Salute to Small Business” 
luncheon 

Advance text: remarks to the American Jew- 
ish Committee’s annual meeting 








Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


The President left Washington on Friday morning, 
May 14, for a trip to Tennessee, Kentucky, and Michi- 
gan. Releases issued subsequent to his departure will be 
printed next week. 
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Federal Election Commission, recon- 
CIDE 6 spc teteetan bitin 708 
Fishery Conservation and Manage- 
ment Act of 1976, bill signing-_--_--_ 644 
Hastie, William H., death.__..___--_- 658 
Influenza immunization program, bill 
SERED. 00-~<i doiiindicien cee 656 
Legacy of Parks program, land trans- 
TEU = sctindhenetailiihanntillpticniiiidimiilaciginnes tiie 820 
Naval Petroleum Reserves Production 
Act of 1976, bill signing.......- 574 
Social Security Trust Fund, payroll 
ee ae 826 
Task Force on Questionable Corporate 
Payments Abroad, establishment... 520 
Trucking industry contract negotia- 
5 ne SEER PERE Ce BER |S 570 
United Nations, gun-firing incident 
at the Soviet Mission...........-- 550 
PO SCI ctdlirte cin ciseenches nciccutitiinntniatles 684 
GEG, MOOR iano stick cnc ccenctctninn’ 660 
ee i Lee ae Se 832 


Strategic arms limitation talks__666, 667, 748 





Strausz-Hupé, Robert_..........-.---- 572 
Sulfur dioxide pollution 675 
Guneeny Sil. no ie cde 609 
Supreme Court of the United States 
Associate Justice................... 526 
Federal election law, decision_..._.-. 612 


Swearing-In Ceremonies 


China, People’s Republic of, Chief of 
UW Tibaitett ONGC. ncn sacnnastcsce 
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Swearing-In Ceremonies—Continued 

Community Service Administration, 
Director 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization, 
U.S. Representative 

President’s Foreign Intelligence Ad- 
visory Board, Chairman and mem- 
bers 


Sweden, King Carl XVI Gustaf. 
Swenson, Glen R 

Swinburne, Herbert H 

Swine fiu immunizations. 
Synthetic drugs 

Syria, U.S. ist 

Szfeker, Gyula. 


Taft, James L., Jr 

Taft-Hartley Act. 

Takasugi, Robert M 

Task Force on Questionable Corporate 
Payments Abroad 519, 520, 531, 689 

Tax incentives, voluntary organiza- 
tions 

Taxation. See specific tazes 

Taxes, President’s income and taxes_--- 

Teamsters, International Brotherhood 
of _... 496, 533, 546, 549, 560, 570, 583, 697 

669, 792 
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Texas 
Presidential primary 603-636, 
658, 660, 718-787 
US. district judge 660 
Texas Grain and Feed Association__ 626, 660 
Texas Nursing Home Association 
Texas Technological University 
Textile imports__ 
Textile Manufacturers Institute, Ameri- 








can 
Thomas Jefferson Day, "1976 
Thomsen, Dr. Philip G 
Tobago, U.S. Ambassador to. 
Tower, Sen. John 


Trade 


Trade Agreements Program, annual 
report 
Trade Act of 1974 
Trade Commission, United States Inter- 
national ---. 661, 789 
Trade Negotiations, Advisory Committee 
a 
Trade Negotiations, Office of the Special 
Representative for... 519, 661, 662, 787, 789 
Trade Week, 1976, World 
Train, Russell E. 
Transportation, Department of, Secre- 
687, 706 
Transportation Day and National 
Transportation Week, 1976, National 
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Treasury, Department of the 
Budget deferral -- 700 
Secretary 519, 659, ‘706 
Treaties and other international agree- 
ments 





Trinidad, U.S. Ambassador to 
Trowbridge, C. Robertson. 
Trucking industry, labor negotiations. 533, 
, 560, 570, 583 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, 
High Commissioner. 
Turkey 
Cyprus conflict. 
Foreign Minister 
U.S. assistance 
Two dollar bill 
Tyler, Tex 
Tyler Junior College 
Typhoon Marie 


Udall, Repr. Morris K 
Udell, Paul 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
Africa, involvement 
Eastern Europe, relations. 
Grain agreement with U.S____.---~- 516, 
517, 558, 629, 630, 642 




















Political prisoners 

Soviet pilots in Cuba 

Underground nuclear 

agreement with U.S 

U.N., gun-firing incident 

U.S. relations 
United Kingdom, U.S. Ambassador to... 
United Nations 

Economic and Social Council 

Law of the Sea Conference 

Soviet Mission, gun-firing incident__ 

U.S. participation 
United Shoe Workers of America 
United States Advisory Commission on 

International Educational and Cultu- 


644 
550 
698 


United States Customs Service 
United States International Trade Com- 
508, 661, 700, 787-789 

U.S.-Japan Cooperative Medical Science 

Program, annual report 
United States Sinai Support Mission_- 
Urban areas 

Federal assistance 

Unemployment 
Usery, W. J., Jr 


Veterans 
Disability benefits 
Education benefits 
Employment 

Veterans Administration, 


790 


Veto Messages and Memorandums of 
Disapproval 
Child day care bill, message to House 
of Representatives 
Foreign assistance bill, message to 
Senate 
Hatch Act amendments, message to 
House of Representatives. 
Vietnam, North 
Missing in action 
Oil 
US. relations... 
Visit of U.S. Representatives 
Virginia, U.S. district judge 











663, 
Voluntary organizations, tax incen- 


tives for contributions 802 ‘ 


Waco, Tex 752, 753, 758, 760 
Wage and Price Stability, Council on, 





Water pollution standards 
— Quality, National Commission 


Watergate conspirators, pardons___ 621, 
Waters, Laughlin E 
Welch, Richard 
Welfare reform 
West Bend, Wis 
West Texas State University 
West Virginia 
U.S. attorney 


White House announcements, digest of. 
See last pages of text in each issue 
White House Conference on Libraries 

and Information Services 
White House Easter egg rolling event__ 
White House Staff 


Deputy Counsel 

Special Assistant. 
Wiley, Richard E 
Wilkowski, Jean M 
Williams, F. Haydn 
Williams, Jack K 


Wimpress, Gordon D 
Winter Olympic Games, 
for facilities 
Wisconsin, Presidential primary 490, 
500, 533-570, 581 
Wisconsin Association of Manufactur- 
ers and Commerce 
Women, Citizens’ Advisory Council on 
the Status of 
Women 
American Mother’s Committee, Inc_- 
Mother’s Day, 1976 
Role in Government 
Wood, Harlington, Jr 
Woodward, Robert 
Working Life, National Center for Pro- 
ductivity and Quality of B22, 833 
World Health Organization, World 
Health Assembly, delegates and alter- 
nate delegates 
World Trade Week, 1976 


Younger, Mildred E 
Youth 
College graduates, employment out- 
look 


1980, funds 





Summer employment 


Wage differential 
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